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Newarlk Civil War Trail
Distance: |.5km
Time: 45 minutes. Easy trail
OS Map reference: SK 79700 - 54050

Start: at the Newark Bronze Map in

the Castle Grounds
Finish: at the Town Wharf

Wheelchair & pushchair friendly

During the English Civil War |1642-46, the
market town of Newark played a role out
of all proportion to its size. Troops loyal
to the King swelled its population many
times over and, from the safety of its
defences, they would launch attacks on
local Parliamentarians - hence the town's
motto Deo fretus erumpe or “Trust in God
and sally forth”. Newark was besieged on
three occasions and finally surrendered
only when ordered to do so by the King
after his own surrender.
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This short walk around the
town centre takes in many
of the sites and buildings
that relate to the

Civil War period.

Start the walk at the Bronze Plan of
Newark in the Castle grounds (1).
Straight in front you will see the Castle
Gatehouse (2) This is the best-
preserved Norman castle gatehouse in
Britain. Walk towards the gatehouse and
look under the archway. The stonework
is still blackened by the gunpowder that
Parliamentary forces used in 1646 when
attempting to destroy the castle after the
town’s Royalist garrison had obeyed King
Charles’s order to
surrender. In later years
much of the castle’s
stone was removed by
local people to repair
houses damaged during
the siege.

Walk back around the side of the
gatehouse following the path down to
the riverside. Turn left and follow the
length of the castle wall. Can you
see the small depressions in the
wall? Curtain Wall, Riverside
(3) Small circular depressions in
the wall here, mostly at head

height, were caused by balls
from Parliamentary cannon of the
type known as a ‘Robinette’. These guns
had a calibre of 4cm (1.5in) and the balls
weighing about 700g (1.5lbs). They were
perhaps fired periodically to harass anyone
trying to unload boats. Larger irregular
scars on the wall at 2-3metres (8ft to 9ft)
height were caused by 9cm (3.5in) cannon
balls weighing 8kg (16lbs). The height
suggests that the aim was splintering the
stone to injure rather than to kill.

Now continue to follow the
path around the castle,
crossing over the wooden
walkway and turning left up
the path onto the main road.

Turn right, walk for 50m and cross the
zebra crossing. Walk down Stodman St
(to your left) to the Woolpack which is
the 6th building on the right. Cross over
to get a better look.

The Woolpack (4) Now a pub, it was
built around 1452 as a rich merchant’s
house, and would have been about 200
years old at the time of the Civil War. The
roomy building would have provided ideal
accommodation for soldiers. Originally
the Woolpack had 3 bays, with the upper
floors of the side bays jettied forward, as
may be seen with the surviving right-hand
bay. The left-hand bay was removed at
some point, possibly after the siege as it
could have been damaged beyond repair.

Continue along Stodman St until you
come to the Nat West Bank.
Opposite is the Governor’s
House (The Baker’s Oven)
(5) another rich merchant’s
house (1474), its copious timber
framing indicated high status.
This, together with its position
close enough to military
headquarters in the castle to permit
speedy access, meant it was certain to be
commandeered by the Royalist forces.
Also, its proximity to the Parish Church
ensured that a place for worship and
observation of the enemy (from the
steeple parapet) was conveniently close,
It was used as The Governor’s House for
the duration of the Civil War.

The Nat West
building now
stands on the site
of Hercules Clay’s
house. The plague
high on the wall
gives details.
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To see other material related to the history of Newark and the Civil
War you can also visit the Gilstrap Centre in the Castle grounds, the
Town Hall Museum situated in the Town Hall at the Market Place
and Millgate Museum.
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