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A few words
from the
Chairman
So, when did you start feeling old?
Was it when you realised that all
policemen were looking young? When
you noticed that you kept saying ‘in
my day…’? Or when you groaned every
time you got up from your favourite
chair?
Well, I have to say a very annoyed
‘thank you’ to Historic England for
making me feel old! In May, Historic
England announced that buildings
from the 1980s could now ‘officially’
be declared as heritage. That means,
for the first time in my life, that
buildings built after I was born are
now of ‘significant architectural and
historic interest’ (hence the cover
image of Newark Library.)
Announcements such as these are
often greeted with derision. People
can view them as headline grabbing
initiatives to drum up interest in our
built environment. Over recent years

national newspapers have featured
stories on modern buildings being
listed – the listing of the Brutalist
Preston bus station particularly
captured some people’s ire.
But we must remember that attitudes
and opinions on what is ‘valuable’,
‘important’ or ‘culturally significant’
can change, sometimes only over the
course of a few years. That is why it
is important for organisations, both
national and local, to be able to
understand, identify and protect our
heritage even if the wider public don’t
share those opinions.
That is why we need to welcome the
decision by MF Strawsons to submit
new plans for the development of
the Robin Hood Hotel that retains
significant elements of the historic
buildings. The latest plans could have
come sooner and should probably
go further but, compared to where

we were about 12 months ago, I feel
that the plans are a significant step
forward. The Trust has, for several
years, been vigorous in its opposition
to the demolition of these buildings,
despite what appeared to be a public
desire to see the site cleared. As an
organisation we mustn’t be afraid of
making what may be judged to be
unpopular decisions and we must
remember what our aims are – to
protect and promote the historic built
environment.
I hope you enjoy the read!

Chairman of Newark Civic Trust
Michael Knapton
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New App ‘England’s Historic Cities’
Users can explore England’s most
prestigious heritage sites using a
new app, the ‘England’s Historic
Cities’ app.
England’s Historic Cities writes:
The England’s Historic Cities app
tells the stories of the country’s

News
http://www.heritagecities.com/stories/

best-loved heritage sites. Using
innovative new mobile technology,
visitors can gain new insights into
the history of our twelve historic
locations. Find our trigger points
scattered throughout each heritage
site. Then, using your phone camera,

uncover augmented-reality displays,
3D reconstructions, and 360-degree
panoramas that tell the unique
stories associated with them.
This exciting new project is funded
as part of the £40 million Discover
England Fund.

Hidden heritage of burial grounds to be revealed by conservation charity Caring
for God’s Acre… with HLF funding
https://www.hlf.org.uk/about-us/news-features/hidden-heritage-burial-grounds-be-revealed
Conservation charity ‘Caring for
God’s Acre’, is set to put burial
grounds on the heritage map,
thanks to £586,700 National
Lottery funding announced last
January. The Beautiful Burial
Ground project will highlight the
valuable buildings, landmarks and
wildlife to which thousands of
burial grounds across England and
Wales are home.
HLF writes:
…Burial grounds are widespread,
free, and often fully accessible. Due
to their unique environment, they
are also important places for history
and wildlife. The undisturbed
grassland found in these sites,
which is now rare in the wider
countryside, provides a sanctuary
for all kinds of colourful flowers
and meadow grasses, which in turn
support an extraordinary variety
of animal life, from birds, bees and
butterflies to frogs, toads, mice and
voles.

Gravestones are of supreme
importance for lichen conservation.
Of the 2000 British species
over 700 have been found in
churchyards. Almost half of these
are rare and seldom, if ever, occur
in other places. Many sites have
well over 100 species. Despite their
importance, most burial grounds
are under-recorded and relatively
unknown.
God’s Acre at St Swithun’s,
Long Bennington

Ros Kerslake, Chief Executive of HLF,
said: ‘We are delighted to award
this grant to the Beautiful Burial
Grounds project. Our burial grounds
are truly precious community
spaces; now this project will allow
visitors to appreciate their unique
wildlife and history, as well as the
calm, reflective atmosphere they
provide.’

New Corporate Sponsor!

Heritage Open Days

We are very happy to welcome
Newark Antiques & Interiors Ltd as
our latest corporate sponsor. They
are a local business that have been
in Newark for almost 40 years and
look forward to supporting the
important work of the Trust. Visit
www.newarkantiques.co.uk to find out
more.

Heritage open days are an annual
event that allows access to properties
that aren’t usually open to the
public. The annual event, held
from the 6th to 16th September,
also features local tours, events
and activities relating to history,
architecture and heritage. Visit
https://www.heritageopendays.org.
uk/visiting/advanced-search to find

out what events are being held in
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This project will enable budding
naturalists and historians to unlock
the secrets of these fabulous places
and share that information with
everybody. It will reach out to
families, and people with disabilities
or mental health problems,
utilising burial grounds as precious
community space. By creating a
lasting and accessible record of
the built heritage, social history
and biodiversity of thousands of
these precious community sites, the
project aims to encourage more
people to visit them, and ensure
they are cared for into the future.

your area.
Locally, Bernard Martin will be
delivering a walking tour of Newark’s
timber framed buildings (7th
September), Kevin Winter will be
taking people on a Civil War tour of
Newark (9th and 16th September)
and on the 8th September there will
be tours of the tower and treasury at
St Mary’s. Check the Heritage Open
Days website for more details.

Planning

by Michael Hawes, Chairman of Planning

New Travelodge gets council approval
statutory enforcement authority, this
condition should be enforced by the
Council.
Objective comments were submitted
by Historic England, The Society
for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings (SPAB), Nottinghamshire
Building Preservation Trust and
Nottinghamshire County Council,
who raised concerns regarding road
safety, which were not raised at the
meeting.
The Committee was informed that
the objections raised by Historic
England, with regard to the loss
of key elements of historic fabric,
Proposed view from London Road (Framework Architects) had been withdrawn following
satisfactory discussions with the
council and developer, but the
objections by SPAB remained.
The main objections put forward by
SPAB were based on the substantial
demolition proposed and the
impact of the new building on
the listed building and its setting.
The application did not meet this
statutory requirement and SPAB also
Proposed view from Lombard Street
Proposed view from Carter Gate
made the point that local authorities
(Framework Architects)
(Framework Architects)
should give special regard to
The revised plans for the Travelodge area, and will have an unacceptably preserving the special character
hotel were approved unanimously
adverse impact on the important
and appearance of a conservation
by Newark and Sherwood District
corner site. Quite apart from being
area. The incongruous and generic
Council Planning Committee at
unsympathetic in respect to the
design of the new build elements
their meeting on July 24th. The
existing traditional buildings, the
failed to satisfy this requirement and
original application was withdrawn
appearance of what is proposed
they therefore recommended the
in May, just before the plans were
would be very much out of place.
application should be refused. These
to be considered by the Planning
Although we agreed that the
objections mean that the plans
Inspectorate at a public enquiry.
physical impact of the buildings is
must be referred to the Planning
reduced,
in
our
opinion
the
aesthetic
Inspectorate for them to consider if
As the drawings show, the facade
impact on the streetscape will be
the application should be reviewed
of the Robin Hood cottages will be
negative,
as
these
design
elements
by the Secretary of State.
retained and as much as possible
conflict
with
the
existing
historic
of the historic fabric inside will be
So yet again we must wait and
structures in the vicinity.
preserved.
watch developments. At least we
We again took the opportunity
have the satisfaction that the
Although we acknowledged the
to
remind
the
Council
that
the
protests by so many organisations
revised plans were an improvement
original
approval
for
the
Potterdyke
and individuals against the previous
on the previous design we objected
development
included
retention,
design have prevented a monstrosity
to the new proposal on the grounds
repair
and
refurbishment
of
the
being built, and the cottage facades
that it represents an inappropriate
Listed
Buildings
and,
as
the
will be a corner feature once more.
development within a conservation
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The former Newark Workingmen’s Club on
Beacon Hill Road

Hatton House –
History and Future

This article has been taken from the Heritage Statement prepared by Grover Lewis Associates,
Planning and Heritage Consultants, who would like to acknowledge the contribution of Tim
Warner, Local Studies Librarian, in compiling the research for the report. Our thanks to Oaktree
Homes and Grover Lewis for permission to use the information.
The Newark Workingmen’s Club on
Beacon Hill Road closed in 2016
due to falling membership and
rising running costs. The Victorian
Mansion, built in the 1860s, has
been seriously debased by crude
alterations and extensions and is
in a poor state of repair. However,

the building retains many of its
architectural qualities - notable
external features include the
impressive stone portico, its steeply
pitched hipped slate roof and
its tall paired chimneys framing
pedimented attic windows on its
gable ends. Internally these include

the remains of its once imposing
tiled entrance hall and first-floor
landing with an impressive staircase
balustrade.
The site was bought in July 2017
by Oak Tree Homes Ltd who have
been granted planning permission
to restore and convert the house
into 8 apartments and to provide
8 dwellings in the surrounding
land. In 2015 The Civic Trust made
an award to the company for its
conversion into apartments of the
former maltings on Northgate.

History

The building is significant as
it is the one-time home of one
of Newark’s most influential
businessmen, John Cotham
Bainbridge and for a brief period it
was the Hatton House Boys’ School.
Historic maps of Newark show that
the area to the immediate east
of the town, along what became
known as Beacon Hill Road,
remained largely un-developed
until the middle part of the 19th
century. It is not until the second
half of the 19th century that the
area to the east of Newark, along
the then Sleaford and Boston Road,
began to be developed with a small
number of substantial houses in
large plots, occupied by affluent
families. One such property was
a large house known as ‘Lindum
House’, built in the mid-1860s as
a large mansion and occupied by
John Cotham Bainbridge, a wealthy
and influential local businessman
The plan showing the five new-build cottages to the rear and a free-standing L-shaped and one-time mayor of Newark.
block containing three further dwellings
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3D visualisations of the proposed development kindly reproduced courtesy David Granger Architectural Design Limited

Bainbridge’s drapery shop was one
of the town’s most notable and
respected businesses. Bainbridge
had acquired the former White Hart
Inn on Newark’s Market Place in
1847, from which to conduct his
business.

The 1885 Ordnance Survey map shows
Lindum House, entrance lodge, curving
drive and its extensive grounds in its
heyday

An undated archive photograph shows
pupils and staff of the Hatton House
School posing on the steps of the building.
It is interesting to note that at this time
the frontage of the building incorporates
curved lead-covered canopies over
ground floor front windows, supported
by decorative ‘barley-twist’ cast iron
stanchions

The 1885 Ordnance Survey map
shows Lindum House and its
extensive grounds in its heyday. The
principal access was via a curving
drive, complete with an entrance
gate lodge as well as a services
access off what is now Sleaford
Road. The grounds included formal
laid-out gardens and glasshouses
close to Lower Sleaford Road. The
house is shown with a full-width,
glazed orangery/conservatory
attached to the rear and a large
entrance porch to the main front.
By 1882 Lindum House had been
re-named ‘Hatton House’, having
been acquired (probably by lease)
for use as a boarding school for
boys, under its headmaster, Rev.
Thomas Cranmer Ewbank, a curate
at Newark Parish Church and a
Diocesan Inspector of Schools. The
school only appeared to operate
until circa 1900, as the building is
recorded as being in residential use
shortly after that time.
The 1900 Ordnance Survey map
shows a new property within the
former grounds named ‘Lindum
House’. It was occupied by William
Frederick Atter who had, with his
elder brother, George, taken over
the drapery business of Bainbridge.
Both brothers had been apprenticed
to John Bainbridge in their youth.

View of the tetrastyle (four-columned)
portico, supported on fluted Doric
Columns with a dentilated cornice

General view of the debased rear elevation
showing the 1970s flat-roofed extensions
which will be demolished to provide the
opportunity to reinstate the original form
of the listed building

The Newark Workingmen’s Club
was formed in 1912 at 73 Sleaford
Road and in the following year
secured Hatton House. During the
First World War the house was used
to billet soldiers and was also used
as a military hospital for injured
soldiers returning from the front.
In 1925 the Workingmen’s Club
purchased the freehold of the
Newark Civic Trust I 7

building and a portion of the land
for the sum of £800 with a loan of
£650 from Holes Brewery.
During their ownership, the

View of the function room which will be
demolished along with the other unsightly
rear extensions

Workingmen’s Club undertook a
series of alterations and extensions
to the building, including a large,
flat-roofed function room extension.
The ground floor was substantially

View of the front entrance hall showing
the modern bar and surviving floor tiles

gutted and re-modelled, with
the lower stage of the principal
staircase being removed, to allow
for the creation of a large bar.

The principal feature of the first floor is
the spacious central landing, with its high
coved and moulded plaster ceiling and its
cast iron staircase balustrade

Discoveries in Newark

By Victoria Owen – Project Supervisor, Trent & Peak Archaeology

Over the last 5 years, Trent & Peak Archaeology have undertaken a series of excavations within
Newark and the surrounding area, which have provided fascinating insights into the history and
prehistory of both the town, and its environs.
These works were undertaken as
of the medieval and post-medieval
impact on the street plan of Newark.
part of Severn Trent’s ongoing
defences and their continuing
infrastructure work to replace
existing sewers and install a
freshwater pipeline between Newark
and Balderton to the southeast.
Within Newark, the archaeological
investigations have helped to
elucidate the development of the
town and castle and the internal
organisation of its defences
during the Civil War c. AD 16401660. Outside of the town centre,
along the freshwater pipeline, the
work has uncovered evidence of
settlement and related activity
in the wider environs of Newark
dating from the Bronze Age to
the Early Saxon periods. Many of
the sites upon which this account
is based are highlighted in the
reproduced map, (below) which
show the possible focus of early
Saxon settlement within the town
centre, the development of the
Map of Newark showing the line of the Civil War defences and sites of the
castle defences, and the position

archaeological excavations. The yellow shaded area is the focus of Saxon settlement.
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Newark Castle Investigations

Deep shaft excavations undertaken
outside of Newark Castle (which
straddled the current roadway
through Castlegate), exposed
the eastern edge of a large northeast by south-west aligned ditch,
interpreted as the c. 1130’s castle
moat. Due to only uncovering a
small part of the ditch, as well as
the ditch being truncated by an
8m deep Victorian sewer, only a
relatively small sub-section could be
evaluated. Despite these factors, the
remainder of the ditch survived well,
although the uppermost layers had
been filled in by Victorian refuse in
a well-documented effort to level
and landscape the gardens before
it became a public park in c.1889.
What remained of the “original”
ditch fill was found at a depth of
4-4.5m below ground level, and
comprised an extensive layer of
undifferentiated dark soil which
contained a significant amount of
local ware pottery and food waste,
dating to the later 12th century
AD, interpreted as evidence for
abandonment as early as the 13th
century. Given the proximity of the
castle moat to the River Trent, it is
perhaps surprising that the moat
appeared to be a dry one with only
sporadic, probably seasonally, wet
“events”. This substantial feature
was probably still visible in the later

Original “ditch fill” located at a depth
of 4m BGL. Massive excavations were
stepped to allow for safe access.

post-medieval period as a shallow
ground depression.

when the site was under the
guardianship of Bishop Alexander
“the Magnificent”, in order to
The lack of Civil War related finds
construct the stone castle. The
is noteworthy, as at least part of
most likely explanation is that “our”
the castle moat to the north is
thought to have been re-cut during ditch forms part of this later 12th
century redevelopment. Finding
the third siege of Newark as a
defensive measure. Indications as to possible evidence of a Norman
castle does not happen every day,
what this feature might represent
making this an exciting find. Sadly,
may be provided by documentary
many wedding go-ers attending the
sources and findings of the 1950s
Gilstrap Registry Office didn’t quite
and 1960s excavations on the
feel the same level of excitement as
site. These earlier works revealed a
probable line of a ditch and rampart we did.
within the current grounds of the
Civil War Ditch
castle park, which had been levelled Excavations to the north of Queen’s
and built over by the 1130s curtain Road, along the eastern side of
wall. The ditch and rampart appear the post-medieval town boundary,
to have been associated with the
revealed a 6m wide, deep ditch
“first” Norman castle that is believed interpreted as the probable line of
to have occupied approximately
the palisaded Civil War defensive
the same area as the existing park.
ditch and rampart, defending the
The Motte of this
castle was probably
located in the
area now occupied
by the current
Gilstrap Registry
Office. The 1130s
wall formed part
of a major spatial
reorganisation of
the land around the
castle subsequent
to the demolition
Queen’s Road excavations uncovered a large defensive ditch
and levelling of
along the line of the Civil War defensive siegeworks.
the Norman Bailey

The upper layers within the ditch comprised huge amounts of post-medieval and
Victorian levelling layers.
Newark Civic Trust I 9

as a result of this famine, or were
killed for their meat or hides is a
particularly emotive suggestion,
offering us a small snapshot of the
tumultuous living conditions within
the city at such a defining moment
in the country’s history.
The defences of Newark were
mapped by both Parliamentarian
and Royalist engineers, of which
Robert Clampe’s contemporary
Parliamentarian map is the
most well known. Several minor
excavations along the route of
this mapped defensive line have
ultimately proved fruitless in
elucidating the Civil War defences
further, particularly in areas
where the mapped defensive line
showed evidence for construction
of redoubts or large hornwork
fortifications. Efforts to find
either of these fortifications along
Queen’s Road have proved fruitless,
although it is possible that remains
lie beneath The Old Malt Shovel
A distinctive deformation band indicates that this shot was fired before ending up pub.
within the ditch fill.

east side of Newark and dating
to the third siege of Newark c. AD
1646. The ditch preserved evidence
of at least two major re-cuts which
appear to have occurred at a much
later date. These suggest that,
similarly to the castle moat, the line
of the initial ditch was most likely
visible as a shallow earthwork well
into the later post-medieval periods,
ultimately culminating as a shallow
Victorian water feature. The ditch
produced a number of interesting
artefacts that suggest the use of the
defensive ditches as a repository for
domestic waste prior to the end of
the Civil War later in c. AD 1646 .
Most surprising of the finds within
this ditch was the presence of the
bones of at least three individual
dogs, including the partial skeleton
of a large dog which would have
been within the size range of
modern St Bernards and Great
Danes. It had a small cutmark
on one of its bones, suggesting
that it may have been cut up
prior to being dumped into the
10 I Newark Civic Trust

ditch. Contemporary documentary
evidence suggests that there were
periods of famine and disease at
the time, which peaked during the
third and final siege, resulting in
the deaths of many of the town’s
inhabitants. The implication that
these dogs may have either died

Prehistoric – Saxon Activity

Excavations outside of Newark
along Bullpit Lane, revealed a
complex arrangement of large
features dating to between the
Bronze-Age and Saxon periods. At
least one large pit, radiocarbon
dated to the mid Bronze Age,
contained well preserved timber

Excavations along Bullpit lane uncover a Bronze Age timber lined pit made up of re-used
structural wood.

stakes which lined a pit measuring
9m in diameter. Tool marks suggest
that the timber used in the pit
lining had been reused from other
structures, although questions
remain as to its form and function.
Approximately 100m south of this
pit was another pit, radiocarbon
dated to the early Saxon period,
which yielded a remarkably well
preserved in-situ double wickerwork
lining. Analysis of pollen within the
fill found an abundance of heather,
possibly suggesting a potential
industrial function. Historical
evidence of heather in textile
dying is well accounted for in the
creation of yellow dyes, although
alternative interpretations involving
early pre-hops beer production
could not be disregarded. Both
features raised more questions
than could be answered, with no
hint of settlement activity within
the vicinity; is it possible that these
represent stand-alone features in
the landscape? Could a settlement
lie within the unexplored rural
landscape of Balderton? Very little
is known about Saxon influence
on the landscape of Newark,
particularly how and when the
progression of settlement occurred.
Could these external features
answer those questions?
Excavations along Barnby Road
revealed evidence for a small,
phased Late Iron-Age rural
settlement. The complex of
features was unusual; a small c.
6m ring gulley (often interpreted
as a stackstand, or haystand),
appears to have been replaced
by a roundhouse not much larger
in diameter but which produced
more than 200 sherds of early 1stcentury AD pottery from a number
of vessels, including a virtually
complete “ritually killed” jar, which
had been perforated post-firing
before being placed, presumably
deliberately, within the centre of
the roundhouse storm gulley. This
gulley was itself positioned centrally
within two curved double-ditched
enclosures which may have doubled

Excavations at Barnby Road: A small Iron Age roundhouse appears to have replaced a
far smaller haystand at the very edge of an enclosed settlement.

A late Iron Age vessel, ritually killed and placed deliberately within the storm gulley.

as an animal droveway. This theory
is supported by evidence of animal
trampling on its exterior, which
extended over an earlier wateringhole located outside of the main
enclosures.

Acknowledgements
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paint a picture of Newark from the
Prehistoric to the Post-Medieval.
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Newark is still ongoing, and it is
hoped that additional radiocarbon
dating and post-excavation analysis
will go some way towards revealing
the chronology and development of
Newark and its environs.
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Glorious Gothic – An
Evening at Kelham Hall
by Michael Hawes

The Gothic George Gilbert Scott wing, mostly completed by 1861

Everywhere you look, in every room,
in every corridor, around every
corner there are wonders to behold!
Elaborately decorated ceilings
and arches, tiled floors, beautiful
fireplaces and marble columns
topped with intricate stone carving.
Wherever you look in Kelham Hall
there is something to make you
stop, stare and admire. Everything is
on a grand scale. For instance, the
Carriage Court has been described
as ‘rather like a station forecourt, 58
ft. square and large enough for two
or three carriages to turn in’.
Kelham was built for the MannersSutton family by one of England’s
most famous architects, Sir George
Gilbert Scott, whose other famous
buildings include the Midland
Grand Hotel at St Pancras Station
and the Albert Memorial. Scott’s
significance rests partly on the sheer
number of important buildings
with which he was associated.
Among the approximately 850
structures that he designed,
restored, or otherwise influenced are
12 I Newark Civic Trust

56, and Manners-Sutton had asked
him to do some work on the house
following his marriage in 1853.
But when the old hall burnt down
in 1857, Manners-Sutton took the
opportunity to commission Scott to
build a new mansion entirely in the
Victorian gothic style.
It is sad to think that after building
such a magnificent dwelling with
no expense spared, MannersMore missing marble work, this time in the
Library

Note the missing marble column to the
fireplace, further evidence of the family
finances running out before all the work
could be completed

500 churches, 39 cathedrals and
minsters, and many buildings for
colleges and universities. Kelham
Hall is considered to be Scott’s best
mansion!
Scott was in Newark working on
a major restoration of St Mary
Magdalene’s church between 1852-

Sutton ran into debt and was
unable to complete the house with
features such as a grand staircase
at the south end of the house, a
conservatory, empty column bases
and niches and the clock in the
clocktower.
By 1903 the family had to
build a new residence, Kelham
House, across the road. However,
rejuvenation came when The
Society of the Sacred Mission chose
Kelham as their HQ and built the

The Drawing Room Ceiling has been compared to a The Drawing Room Ceiling has been compared to a Chapterhouse in a Cathedral; note
Chapterhouse in a Cathedral; note the central columns,
the central columns, these form part of the gas-powered central heating system
these form part of the gas-powered central heating system

Great Hall and dormitory wing to
accommodate 150 students and
staff. They vacated the building in
1972 and a year later it was bought
by Newark & Sherwood District
Council who occupied the complex
until 2017 when it was sold to
Jonathan Pass.
The Hall was our May evening
visit and we were shown round
by the owner, Jonathan Pass,
who is developing the site into
a major hotel, conference centre
and entertainment venue. Many
of the rooms are already in use for
meetings and conferences, and the
Great Hall and Carriage Court are

Timber flooring in the Music Room

popular wedding venues.
Our tour included the Estates Office,
Library, Drawing Room, Cedar Room
and Music Room. Of particular note
was the Drawing Room ceiling - the
most beautiful of all the elegant
ceilings in the house. The Music
Room has a floor of polished oak,
inlaid with rare woods. There are
pillars of polished granite, arches
of stone, mullioned windows and a
spacious fireplace with a slanting
canopy supported by granite pillars.
There is a great profusion of stone
carving both inside and outside the
house.

To complete the tour we were
invited to climb the stairs to the top
of the building and take a look from
the roof. What a view! On a fine day
you can see Lincoln Cathedral.
To end the evening, we were shown
a film made by the BBC Midland
Film Unit in 1960 entitled ‘Call
Nothing Thine Own’ following a
day in the life of the Society of the
Sacred Mission.
The Trust was grateful for the
opportunity to visit the Hall and
our thanks go to Jonathan Pass for
entertaining us for a very pleasant
evening.

A plethora of chimney pots and rooflines
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Lincoln’s Roman Roots
By Michael Hawes and Kevin Winter

The Cathedral viewed from the west

This was what you might call a
return match as guests of Lincoln
Civic Trust, who had previously
been our guests for a tour of
Newark conducted by Kevin Winter.
Our guide for the evening was
Vic Hughes and we were in for a
most informative and entertaining
evening.
Vic started with a history of the
city of Lincoln. After the Romans
conquered Lincolnshire in 48 AD
they built a fort on the Castle Hill
site where we began our tour. Once
the surrounding area was pacified
and the soldiers had moved on,
a new town was established for
retired soldiers, a Colonia. The word
Lindo means ‘pool’ in the Celtic
language so the Romans called the
new town Lindum Colonia. After the
Romans left the name Lindum was
corrupted to Lindon then finally to
Lincoln.

The party outside the entrance to St
Hugh’s Shrine

how a cathedral would have looked
in the middle ages.
Looking up Steep Hill towards the Tourist
Information Centre; some stonework on
the left is the remains of the south gate of
the legionary fortress

stonework was gleaming golden
in the setting sun but impressive
as this was it was not a patch on
how the original cathedral would
have looked to visiting pilgrims.
Cathedrals were originally intended
as a way of gaining a glimpse of
paradise on earth and Vic told
us that medieval cathedrals were
painted white and every carving
was painted in gleaming red, green,
black and gold. This was something
I don’t think any of us appreciated.
If anyone is interested there is an
interesting web site which shows

https://churchpop.com/2015/02/
23/medieval-cathedrals-color/

As we progressed around the
Cathedral we took a detour to look
at some medieval wooden doors
and a lintel in what looks from the
outside a nondescript yard.
We took in the Bishop’s door and
the Shrine of St Hugh as we moved
round and saw the remains of the
original Roman Wall, outside of
which the shrine had been built.
The buildings around the Cathedral
included the former home of
Katherine Swynford, lover and
eventually third wife of John of
Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. Katherine
is buried in the Cathedral. Near the

We began our walk by descending
Steep Hill, which was Ermine Street
in Roman times, and Vic pointed
out Brown’s Pie Shop where T. E.
Lawrence rented a room to write
parts of Seven Pillars of Wisdom,
his autobiographical account of his
experiences during the Arab Revolt
of 1916–18. Lawrence was serving
at RAF Cranwell as Aircraftsman
Shaw during 1925-26.
Back at Castle Hill we turned
towards the Cathedral. The
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Early 14th Century doors to the Bishop’s
Yard

The statue of Tennyson in the Cathedral
gardens

structure along with small parts of
the Forum walls. The well continued
in use until the 17th Century.
Close by the location of St Paul-inthe-Bail church is marked out on
the ground. The church is thought
to date back to the 4th century,
possibly belonging to the Roman
Bishop of Lincoln, or built soon
after the end of the Roman period
by a local ruler who wanted to be
seen as the successor of the Roman
Mint Wall governor.
Chapter House in the Cathedral
Now Vic led us up West Bight, a
grounds is the memorial statue
narrow street with a major surprise
of Alfred, Lord Tennyson who was
– a 20m section of Roman wall,
born in Somersby near Horncastle.
probably the north wall of the
The statue, by George Frederick
Basilica on the north side of the
Watts, shows Tennyson alongside
Forum. Mint Wall, as it is known, is
his dog, Karenina, looking down at
7m high and the highest standing
his hand holding a stem of IvyLeafed Toadfax. Watts was inspired section of Roman wall in England.
A further 3 ft. are still below ground
by Tennyson’s poem ‘Flower in the
level.
crannied wall’.
Turning back to Castle Hill we
Flower in the crannied wall,
paused outside the White Hart
I pluck you out of the crannies,
Hotel and Vic told us that it was
I hold you here, root and all, in my hand,
in a first-floor room here in 1916
Little flower - but if I could understand
that the battle tank was designed.
What you are, root and all, and all in all,
Legend has it that, such was the
I should know what God and man is.
need for secrecy, the staff at Fosters
Next, we stopped at the Roman East in Lincoln were told that they
Gate, where impressive remains are were developing a mobile water
still visible. As we moved back onto carrier (i.e. water tank) for use in
Bailgate Vic pointed out the setts,
circular features set into the road
and pavement. These mark where
19 Roman columns 8m/26 feet
high were erected to support the
Basilica, which stood on one side
of the Forum. The bases of 3 still
survive in the cellar of 29 Bailgate.
Most of us were unaware of the
Roman foundation of the city nor
the extent of surviving stonework,
including the Newport Arch, the
only Roman arch still used by traffic.
We progressed to the Roman well,
which is nearly 15m deep. It is
covered in glass to protect it, but
you can still see the substantial

Mesopotamia. The vehicle later
came to be known as the ‘tank’ and
was the blueprint for all subsequent
British Army tanks. They were
originally ordered for the Royal
Navy, as Winston Churchill was First
Lord of the Admiralty, and were
originally known as Land Ships. A
plaque has been erected outside the
room to mark its importance.
Some 2 hours had passed since
we set out on our tour, but it had
gone in a flash. It had been a most
enjoyable evening with much to
appreciate. Our grateful thanks
to Vic Hughes for enlightening
us with so many facts that will be
remembered next time any of us
visit this wonderful city.

Our party outside the White Hart Hotel,
the first floorfirst-floor meeting room is the
window at the top-right of this image

Trust members, with Vic Hughes at the far left, at the end of the evening
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A to Z of Architecture
by Michael Knapton, Chairman

We continue our look at a variety of common architectural terms and where they can be found in
Newark. This issue – ‘B’.
Boss

A decorative block projecting from
the junction of ribs of a vaulted
roof.
The word ‘boss’ is derived from
bossage meaning ‘rusticated’,
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as early bosses were simple
worked stones projecting from the
intersection of the ribs. Bosses
eventually became more elaborate
and can feature Biblical scenes,
heraldic symbols or a variety of
decorative motifs.

The 3 examples below are all from
St Mary’s (clockwise from bottom
left): floral boss in nave roof, boss
featuring the shield of Thomas
Magnus in the south aisle and
foliate boss in the south aisle.

Bresumer

A bresumer is a horizontal beam
supporting the front of a building.
Unlike a lintel, a bresumer supports
the whole of the superstructure, as
opposed to just a section over an
opening. Bresumer can be seen on
medieval timber-framed buildings.
The examples below are from the
Prince Rupert, Stodman Street and
the Former White Hart Hotel/
Nottinghamshire Building Society,
Market Place. The example from
the Former White Hart Hotel is
known as a billeted bresumer, as it
features alternating moulded bands.
The Governor’s House on Stodman
Street also contains examples of
billetted bresumers.

Bresumer at the Prince Rupert outlined in yellow

Billetted bresumer at the old White Hart Hotel outlined in yellow

Buttress

A projection from a wall than is
bonded to the wall to provide
additional strength and support.
Although a buttress’ primary
function is to strengthen a structure,
they can also act decoratively.
Many of our ecclesiastical buildings
will feature buttresses; with parish
churches featuring buttresses
in a basic form. Buttresses on
larger cathedrals are usually more
decorative and feature a number
of stages and pinnacles. Buttresses
reached their zenith in the flying
buttress.
The buttress below is from St
Mary’s, Newark and can be found
at the corner of the vestry on the
south side of the church; it is fairly
basic in form. The other example
is also from St Mary’s and can be
found supporting the walls at the
far south-east of the building. The
buttress is more elaborate and
slender due to it being located in
a more venerable location, on the
exterior of the Holy Spirit Chapel.

Simple buttress to the vestry

Elaborate buttress at the south-west
corner
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Newark Civic Trust Annual
General Meeting
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Chairman’s welcome
Apologies for absence
Minutes of last year’s AGM of 28th September 2017
Matters arising
Civic Trust Awards
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers
Election of Executive Committee
Any other business

The AGM will be followed by a 20 min talk. Further details will be posted on our website in September.
The following officers offer themselves for re-election at the meeting:
• Chairman – Michael Knapton
• Vice-Chairman – Kevin Winter
• Secretary – Kevin Winter
• Treasurer – Louise Knapton Carter
• Planning Chairman – Michael Hawes
• Planning Vice-Chairman – Vacant
• Membership Secretary – Debbie Smith
• Recruitment Secretary – Debbie Smith
• Conservation Watch Co-ordinator – Mick Gill
• Awards Co-ordinator – Michael Knapton
• Events Co-ordinator – Paul Moore

18 I Newark Civic Trust

Dates for the Diary
The AGM and talks take place in Newark Library and commence at 7.30pm.
* 27th September 2018 - Annual General Meeting
* 25th October 2018 - James Wright - Rock of Ages – Mediaeval Stonemasons: The Architects of Europe.
* 29th November 2018 - TBC
* 31st January 2019 - Edward Hammond - The- The Napoleonic Wars at Home.
* 28th February 2019 - Richard Gaunt - 4th and 5th Dukes of Newcastle in private.
* 28th March 2019 - Bob Massey - Pints and Pubs: The long history of beer and beer houses.
* 25th April 2019 - Katie Bridger - Landscape History. What's that all about, then?

Full details of any changes to the programme can be found on the website (http://www.newarkcivictrust.org.
uk/events) and will be announced at meetings as necessary.

Our front cover photograph
Newark Library celebrates 30 years
Newark Library celebrated the 30th anniversary of the opening of the iconic building in July with a day of activities,
VIP guests and, of course birthday cake. Three members of the Trust were present to answer questions and promote
our work.
Opened in July 1988 by the Duke of Kent, the contemporary glass design won a prestigious architectural award. In
its first year after opening, library memberships jumped from 4,500 to 12,500 and borrowing of books more than
doubled. The library now has over 33,000 items of stock, and last year checked out or renewed over 165,000 items,
making it the 4th busiest library in the county.
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