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A few words
from the
Chairman
Welcome to the 79th issue of the
Newark Civic Trust magazine. I hope
you’ve all had a great summer and
I look forward to seeing you at the
AGM and the new season of talks.
A few weeks before the magazine
goes to press I walk around the
town taking photos to accompany
the articles. Finding the right time
to do this can sometimes be tricky.
Mainly Saturdays are the only day
I have free time, but this presents
certain problems – mainly avoiding
getting cars and pedestrians in
shot. The quality of images is also
affected by the weather; dull,
overcast days are best as this helps
to avoid large shadows being cast
across faces of buildings.

history. The emergence of online
shopping, the growth of out-of-town
retail parks and changing lifestyle
habits combined with a decade
of economic uncertainty have left
many urban centres, including
Newark, facing an uncertain future.
The impacts of these trends are
obvious – the loss of major retailers,
lack of basic building maintenance
and anti-social behaviour.

urban centres consistently highlight
the historic environment as being
a major factor in how a town or
city performs. That is why my walk
around town filled me with concern
– empty shop units, vandalism and
a lack of basic maintenance were all
too evident.

Our organisation must do what it
can to reverse this trend and help
Newark thrive. We (the Committee
This summer saw the appointment
and the Members) must identify
of a new business manager
issues that have a negative impact,
(recommended in a 2010 NSDC
but also seek opportunities
commissioned Town Centre Study)
around the town where we think
for the town centres of Newark &
things can be done better. This
Sherwood. In my opinion, this is a
positive move but will be an extreme might be something as simple
challenge for whoever is appointed. as removing ‘A’ boards from the
pavement to challenging planning
This is because too often (again in
Luckily, for this issue, I had an
applications seeking inappropriaate
my opinion) local authorities only
appointment at the doctors (don’t
development.
have limited power or capabilities
worry, nothing serious) at 8am on a (especially since cuts to local
As always, I’m going to ask for
cloudy but bright day. This gave my government funding) to influence
your help. If you think there are
a rare opportunity to spend a good
how town centres develop. For
any opprortunities where the Trust
hour walking around the town at my example, what could Newark Town
own pace; that’s the good news!
Council or NSDC do to stop Marks & can improve the town then let me,
or any of the other Committee
Spencer leaving the town when the
The bad news was the condition of
retailer is restructuring on a national members, know. All ideas would be
a great number of buildings (and
greatly appreciated.
level?
the general streetscape) around the
I leave you now with a few images
town centre. We can’t ignore the
You may be wondering what this
from around the town that help
fact that our towns and cities are
has to do with Newark Civic Trust.
highlight some of the problems (but
facing their greatest challenges in
Well, local and national studies
generations, possibly in their entire
into the growth and regeneration of also a very recent positive).
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G. H. Porter after a recent attack. The temporary boards read
‘Still beautiful on the inside’

Deteriorating paintwork to the stone band above the shopfront
due to a lack of basic maintenance

The well maintained half of the Clinton Arms to the right
highlights the lack of maintenance on the left side

Tarmac in place of stone slabs (mostly removed due to damage
caused by delivery lorries)

More vandalism, another smashed window,
this time down White Hart Yard

Good news! The newly refurbished and reopened ‘White Hart’

Thanks for your help and support

Michael Knapton
Chairman of Newark Civic Trust
*It has been pointed out to me
that we made an error in issue 78.
We reported that the planning
application to approve the removal
of the green space and mature
trees from the rear of the former
Municipal Buildings ‘… was
approved eight to five in camera…’
The application was approved by the
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Planning Committee at their normal
committee meeting that was open
to the public. The confusion stems
from the fact that the financial deal
between the owners of the property
(Datch Properties) and Newark &
Sherwood District Council was not
included in the planning application
or the officers report that supported
the application. I apologise for the
confusion.
Since issue 78 a petition signed
by 1770 people was submitted,
in March 2019, to a full council
meeting. The Council decided to
suspend any proposed works and to
review the planning application at

a meeting of the Policy & Finance
Committee, meeting on 26th
September 2019.
In the meantime, Newark Civic Trust
obtained details of the financial
deal between the two parties via
a Freedom of Information request.
I have also written to the Council,
including the CEO John Robinson,
to request further details behind the
application. I will be writing to Mr
Robinson (and all elected officials
in the Town and District Councils)
prior to the committee meeting
on the 26th to further express
my opposition to this planning
application.

News
‘Heritage and Wellbeing’ update: State of the evidence concerning impact of
heritage on well-being
https://ihbconline.co.uk/newsachive/?p=22522
A scoping review on heritage and
wellbeing has been published,
which looked at 75 papers and
reports on the impact of heritage
places, interventions, and assets,
to discover how they impact
our individual and community
wellbeing.
‘What Works Wellbeing’ writes:
Recent surveys in England have
found that 95% of adults think it
is important to look after heritage
buildings; 73% had visited a
heritage site over twelve months;
over 315,000 people were heritage
volunteers; and 80% of people
thought that local heritage makes
their area a better place to live
(DCMS, 2015; Historic England,
2017). The scoping review sets
out the state of the evidence on
the impact of interacting with
heritage on our wellbeing. It
finds that historic places, assets
– and associated activities and
interventions – can have a wide
range of beneficial impacts on
the physical, mental and social
wellbeing of individuals and
communities.

Key messages from the scoping
review:
• The evidence shows positive
impacts on individual wellbeing,
including outcomes such as
increased confidence, social
connectivity and life satisfaction.
• There is also evidence of positive
effects on community wellbeing,
including outcomes on social
relationships, sense of belonging,
pride of place, ownership and
collective empowerment.
• The evidence is of mixed quality,
which reflects the fact that
studies designed to explore such
complexity are often not fully
captured within reviews like this.
There are evidence gaps on research
into:
• The experiences within and
across different groups, including
socioeconomic and protected
characteristics.
• Heritage assets in a wider range
of regions, including rural and
coastal areas.
• Potential negative impacts
of interventions appear to be
related to how well the design
and delivery of interventions
considered the needs of specific
individuals and groups.

The review considered a wide
range of heritage settings included
museums, archives, cathedrals,
historic houses, residential areas,
heritage landscapes, hospitals,
healthcare settings, schools, and
community archaeological sites.
Evidence from the 75 studies was
categorised into nine evidence
themes:
• Heritage-based cultural activities
in museums
• Heritage object handling in
hospital, healthcare and related
settings
• Visiting museums, historic
houses, other heritage sites
• Heritage-based social
engagement and inclusion
projects
• Heritage volunteering
• Activities in historic landscapes
and parks
• Community archaeology or
community heritage research
• Living in historic places
• Wider social and economic
impacts of historic places and
assets
To read the whole report visit https://whatworkswellbeing.org/
blog/heritage-and-wellbeing/

Businesses Benefit from Listed Buildings

https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/news/businesses-benefit-from-listed-buildings/
Business owners and operators
based in listed buildings say
they benefit from their historic
premises. More than 500
businesses from across the country
were polled as part of the Survey
of Listed Building Owners 2018,
sponsored by specialist insurer

Ecclesiastical. The results found
that 85% of businesses operating
in historic buildings express
satisfaction with where they work.

a listed building enhanced
the business, with those in the
hospitality sector the most positive
at 71%.

Hospitality sector reports the
biggest boost
Nearly two thirds - 62% - of all
respondents felt trading from

More than 500 businesses in
sectors including retail, hotels, food
and drink, as well as professional,
technology and administration
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were surveyed. The sample spanned
those who own and rent premises,
and chains as well as independent
businesses.
Those in the hospitality sector were
also most likely to cite a direct
commercial impact derived from
operating out of historic buildings
– with respondents highlighting
the importance of the beauty and
atmosphere of their premises.
Exploring how business owners and
operators based in historic buildings
feel about where they work:
The value of characterful buildings
The external appearance of the
listed building and its local context
were cited as the top benefits of
trading from a historic building.
Owners and operators said their
listed buildings provide an attractive
exterior that gives a positive first
impression to their clients and
customers.
The responses show businesses
appreciate a historic streetscape
with a unique local character can
attract customers and boost footfall.
They understand the valuable role
their own individual building plays
as part of the wider environment.
Historic England has long
championed the idea that well
maintained historic high streets
and townscapes can bring great
advantages to local businesses, as
well as the community at large.
Studies demonstrate that
investment in the historic fabric of
towns and cities brings economic
and environmental benefits, making
places more attractive to businesses
and giving local people a sense of
pride about their area, which is the
rationale behind the government’s
recent pledge of £40 million to
revive historic high streets around
6 I Newark Civic Trust

the country.
Many respondents to the survey
cited the strong sense of community
that exists amongst businesses who
sense they work in a well-loved spot,
with added advantages linked to
the fact that these special places
are often found in the most central
locations.
Challenges of trading from a listed
building
While for most the positives for
working out of a historical building
outweigh the negatives, businesses
did identify some drawbacks. 42%
of the sample identified restrictions
on extending their listed premises as
an issue.
Businesses highlighted their
concerns around disabled access,
with many expressing their desire to
facilitate better access, but finding
the nature of their building, and in
some cases planning restrictions,
a frustration. 40% of the sample
highlighted poor disabled access as
a major issue.
Many businesses have responded
creatively, finding solutions
with portable ramps or separate
entrances and working in
collaboration with neighbours to
provide the access and facilities they
need.
Historic England recognises the
need for clear information in this
area and has published practical
advice and guidance on how to
make historic buildings accessible.
Historic England has found that
with thoughtful and effective design
a way can be found around almost
any barrier.
Other concerns relate to operating
in city or town centre locations,
where access and parking is
often restricted. Some businesses

appealed to local authorities to
consider their needs when setting
parking arrangements.
Business also cited the challenge
of quirky internal layouts and
highlighted how important a
supportive landlord is when it comes
to proactive maintenance, with local
authority landlords coming in for
some criticism.
(The image of G. H. Porter in ‘A
Few Words from the Chairman’ also
demonstrates the occasional cost
implications of works that require
Listed Building Consent. The Newark
Advertiser (18th July, 2019) reported
that: Mr Tom Blakemore, who owns
GH Porter Provisions on the corner
of Newark Market Place and Bridge
Street, is facing a bill of thousands
of pounds to replace the store’s main
window, which was smashed overnight
on Monday. “It won’t be easy to replace
because it’s not a standard piece
of glass,” Tom said. “This is a listed
building and the mouldings around the
window are old.” Tom is in the process
of checking if his insurance covers the
damage but fears it may not. “To be
honest, this could bankrupt me,” he
said.)

Listed Building Consent
Drawing on the responses of around
30% of the sample who had sought
listed building consent, results
reveal the positive news that over
half of respondents felt the listed
building consent process helped
them make changes and avoid
damaging the significance of the
building.
Nearly half of those polled reported
that the process helped them
understand what was important
about the building. Responses
revealed that businesses would
value more help from local
authorities, clear language and
consistent advice.

Parks in danger of being sold, campaigners warn

https://www.localgov.co.uk/Parks-in-danger-of-being-sold-campaigners-warn/47469
Campaigners are calling on local
government and landowners to
legally protect the parks and green
spaces they own.
Fields in Trust (http://www.
fieldsintrust.org/) say more than
2.5 million people in Britain do not
have a park within 10 minutes’ walk
of where they live.
Its research shows less than 6% of
parks and green spaces are legally
protected and are in danger of
being sold or developed.

The charity says many people
are missing the benefits of
using parks and their loss would
hit disadvantaged and underrepresented communities hardest.
Its Green Space Index found that
London, Yorkshire & the Humber
and the North West and the North
East all fall well below the minimum
level of provision, while Scotland
comes top.
Angela Lewis, head of programmes
at Fields in Trust, said: ‘It is
concerning that millions of people

across the country find themselves
with not a single park or green
space within a 10-minute walk.
‘It is also worrying that many
regions across the country are
failing to meet even basic standards
of provision. These findings show
that there is an urgent need to
ensure the current level of park and
green space provision is maintained
and review what more can be done
to legally protect them for future
generations to enjoy.’

Planning

by Michael Hawes, Chairman of Planning

New plans for Old Piano School
Redevelopment plans for the Old
Piano School on Mount Lane have
been submitted by the St Leonards
Hospital Trust. The application is to
turn the derelict building into ten
self-contained sheltered housing
apartments.

reuse the building and provide much
needed sheltered accommodation in
the town centre.
Planning application reference:
19/00975/FULM

The scheme will extend the existing
sheltered housing provision provided
by the Trust at Parsons Mount. The
units will be warden controlled
and have access to the community
facilities provided by the Trust. An
internal lift together with suitable
access for wheelchairs and powered
scooters will be provided. The
outside space within the former
school yard will be used to create a
private communal seating area with
benches and planting.
The Mount School ceased to use
the building in 1969. It was used as
the Piano School by Newark College
until 2014. The proposals will
provide an excellent opportunity to

A series of Computer Aided Design illustrations (courtesy of Richard Haig Architect)
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Robin Hood update
Work to transform the derelict
former Robin Hood Hotel into a
66-bedroom Travelodge has begun!
Work will initially concentrate on the
conservation of the Grade II listed
structures and the development is
expected to be completed for the
summer of 2021.

The Buttermarket as viewed from Middlegate

Bringing the
Buttermarket back to life
We reported in our last issue that
the Buttermarket and former
Royal Exchange had been jointly
purchased by Newark & Sherwood
District Council and Newark Town
Council, just hours before the
property was due to be auctioned in
London.
Now, dynamic proposals have been
prepared by Guy Taylor Associates,
which will see the building take on a
new lease of life.
The NSDC website states that “a
phased plan of action is underway
that will initially see activity and life
brought back into the buildings... We
see the iconic buildings as playing a
major and strategic role in boosting
the town’s retail, cultural and leisure
offer”
The proposals will aim to preserve
and enhance the historic fabric,
8 I Newark Civic Trust

and in many cases revert back to
its original design by the removal
of modern partitions. The proposed
alterations will be of the highest
quality and as far as possible
designed in such a way that they can
be removed in the future, without
damaging the historic fabric. The
scheme proposes changes to 4
layouts of units so that they can be
converted into a Bar & Restaurant,
together with changes to the front
elevation of the building.
We will return to this development in
a later issue, but anyone interested
in looking at the history of the
building with intriguing photographs
and drawings can view the Design
& Access Statement on the N&SDC
website, https://publicaccess.
newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/
online-applications/ application
reference 19/01410/FUL

The £6.6m development, which
will include three commercial units,
possibly including a gym, café and
restaurant is led by a joint venture
company RHH Newark Ltd, set up
by Newark and Sherwood District
Council in partnership with the
owner of the site, M. F Strawson
Ltd. Both are making a contribution
of £3.3m, of which two-thirds will
be returned when the Travelodge
element of the development is sold
on to investors.
Each will retain a share of the
leisure units, with each party having
the option to buy, or sell the long
leasehold interest in the units.
Announcing the venture Council
leader, Councillor David Lloyd,
said: “This is a prudent and
important investment, not just
in the development itself, but
in the future of Newark town
centre. Through this investment
we will be helping to provide the
overnight accommodation to boost
the local economy, support our
local businesses and our growing
tourism offer, as well as providing
employment for local people.”
“The buildings have been left
derelict for too long and the District
Council’s intervention is vital to
ensure that the development of this
site now takes place. The Council
has therefore structured a low risk
joint venture, in which the council
is a 50:50 partner, ensuring a vital
stake in the development.”

An Evening in Retford
By Michael Knapton, Chairman
A glorious June evening provided
the perfect weather for the Trust’s
June outing in the market town of
Retford. 16 of us took the short trip
up the A1 to take part in a walking
tour of the town centre, kindly
provided by Jenny and Roger from
the Retford Civic Society.
We met our guides in front of the
town hall, which was built in 1868
at a cost of £9,000 to replace its
demolished Georgian predecessor.
The party split into two groups
who would each circle the historic
centre of the town before, hopefully,
meeting on the other side of the
town.
My group, led by Jenny, started
by walking up Grove Street, which
heads east from the marketplace.
The street is lined by delightful
Regency properties with the finer
to the north side; the southern side
was characterised by former inns
with coach entrances to one side.
The street also featured several
benches that are regularly repaired
and painted by the Civic Society.
The Regency properties still display
a few original features, including
some fancy boot-scrapers and a
wonderfully ornate wrought iron
balcony linking numbers 5 and 7.

dying (and later laundry) company.
The company was established by
Hezekiah Clark in 1798 and only
stopped trading in the 1980s,
predominantly across Yorkshire and
Nottinghamshire. A passageway
between 19 and 21 Grove Street
leads to Dyers Court, where the Civic
Society commissioned a wonderful
mural commemorating the history
of the businesses that, at its height,
had 138 shops.
We then returned to Grove Street
and paused outside Poplar House,
which was set back from the street.
This Grade II* listed building is still
used as a domestic residence and
dates to the late 18th Century.
Continuing east, on the south side

19 and 21 Grove Street, once occupied by
‘Clarks’

of the street, we viewed the local
museum, which is based in Amcott
House, another Grade II* building,
but this time dating to the mid18th century. In the 1870s the
building was the residence of the
Pegler family, local manufacturers.
Transport enthusiasts may recognise
this name, as it was Alan Pegler who,
in 1963, purchased and therefore
saved the Flying Scotsman. On the
street front, next to the museum, is
a small disused building which will
shortly house the ‘Pilgrim Fathers’
Centre’ – 2020 will see the 400th
anniversary of their landing in North
America; the town and surrounding
villages will host the Pilgrim Roots
Festival in 2020 - more details can
be found at

Our party in front of the Retford Heritage
Mural

5 and 7 Grove Street

Further along the road we were told
about the mosaic that now spans
19 and 21 Grove Street. The mosaic
simply states ‘LAUNDRY’ and is
formed from Italian marble, as these
properties were once occupied for
over 50 years by ‘Clark’s’ a local

Poplar House, note the iron stubs on the wall, remnants of the original railings
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Distance signs on the corner
‘White Hart Inn’

Ye Olde Sun public house

http://www.pilgrimroots.co.uk/ . I
was unaware of Retford’s connection
(and not forgetting Babworth and
Scrooby) with the Pilgrim Fathers
until this trip.
Moving now to Chapelgate we
viewed ‘The Cloisters’ through the
gates. This building was owned
by the Clarke family. Previously,
however, it was owned by George
Marshall, a solicitor who reputedly
robbed the Duke of Newcastle.
Moving westward, opposite St
Swithun’s church (which we couldn’t
enter due to a wedding rehearsal)
is ‘Ye Olde Sun Inn’. This property is
largely timber framed and probably
dates to the 16th century. It is one
of the few survivors from medieval
Retford; many buildings were
lost during three fires. The first in
1528 destroyed ¾ of the original
settlement of East Retford.
Past the church is Cannon Square
(once the marketplace) named
after the twenty-four-pounder
captured at Sebastapol in 1855.
Similarly, as at Grove Street, the
square features several former
coaching inns. We then headed
north-east up Churchgate, past
the church railings restored by the
Civic Society. Opposite the church
are the alms-houses, known as
Sloswicke’s Hospital, which were
10 I Newark Civic Trust

founded in 1697 (although most of
the buildings date to the early 19th
century) “for the maintenance of six
poore old men of good carriage and
behaviour to the end of the world”.
A large plaque to the front of the
property records the rebuilding.
Sloswicke’s Almhouse Charity still
maintains the property.
We then passed ‘Rowell’s Outfitters’
and glanced up the narrow
thoroughfare of Bridgegate, which
once was the Great North Road
heading north from the town. The
mile marker indicating the distances
to York and London, restored by
the Civic Society, is painted on the
‘White Hart Inn’, another former
coach house. The inn has been
refurbished and is now called ‘The
Herbalist’, as it stands on the site
of the country’s oldest chemist,
founded in 1779. The inn was
also reputedly frequented by Dick
Turpin! A bell to the rear of the
main building was used to warn
pedestrians of coaches setting off
from the inn; part of a mounting
block can also be seen.
We then entered the current market
place (the former being what is now
Cannon Square), that contains some
rather grand properties including
a banker’s house and the grand
auction house, formally owned

A bell to the rear of the ‘White Hart Inn’
used to warn pedestrians of departing
coaches

The remnants of a mounting block to the
rear of the ‘White Hart Inn’

by Henry Spencer, now converted
into a bar/restaurant, but named
‘Spencer’s on the Square’ in memory
of its former owner. The banker’s
house (1811) originally had a large
garden that ran down to the river
and the arched entrance remains.
To the south side of the square is
the Town Hall and adjacent to that
the Victorian police station. The
ornate Town Hall features numerous
choughs in the decorative stonework;
two choughs face each other in the
official Coat of Arms of the town.
In front of the Town Hall stands the
‘Broad Stone’, moved to its current
location in the early 1800s. This was
probably a boundary marker, but
may also have contained vinegar
in its hollow top during times of
plague.

village of West Retford. After our
walk through the park we emerged
onto Bridge Gate and passed back
over the canal/river near where a
ducking stool once stood, then back
into the square to bring our tour to
an end.

I definitely disagree with Nickolas
Pevsner’s judgement that Retford is
a “…singularly unattractive town,”
and much prefer William White’s
view that “The approach to the town,
from every side, is by a beautiful and
gradual descent, and its open and
spacious Market-place, surrounded
by good regular buildings, and
having several commodious streets
of neat houses branching from it
gives the whole an air of importance,
comfort, and wealth, possessed but
by few country towns of the same
size.”

I am ashamed to say that I have
never taken the time to explore
Retford before; it’s one of those
places that I drive past but never
really drive to! I was, and I’m sure
for all the others who joined the
tour, thoroughly impressed by the
The Broadstone town – its architecture and history.
From the square we walked south
past the Butter Market and then to
the Old Court House on Exchange
Street and then south down
Carolgate, the route of the Great
North Road south out of the town.
Then along Coronation Street to the
Art Deco style Majestic Theatre, built
in 1927 and run by a charitable
trust. The theatre was going to be
demolished to make way for a car
park; metal girders protrude along
the main façade as a long cover
once protected those buying tickets.
Around the corner is the old Police
Station, now a restaurant – you
can even book a table in one of
the old cells! Opposite the station
is the grand entrance to the King’s
Park. The River Idle divides the
The view south down the River Idle towards the Chesterfield Canal
park, separating the more formal
gardens to the east from the more
informal elements to the west. The
Chesterfield Canal, which forms
the southern boundary of the park,
fell into decline after the collapse,
in 1907, of the Norwood Tunnel.
However, between 1841-44 the
canal was used to transport 400
tons of stone from North Anston
to Westminster, to be used in the
construction of the new Parliament
buildings.
The River Idle also separates the
parishes of East and West Retford,
with East Retford now forming the
modern town. West Retford Hall can
be seen in the north-west corner
of the park and to the north the
church of St Michael the Archangel
is located at the centre of the old

Our party on the bridge over the River Idle
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The Wheelwrights

By Lucy Formy, Architect, Guy Taylor Associates

The wing perpendicular to the river prior to development (the river is to the left of the image)

The starting point
Guy Taylor Associates were
approached by our client in
2015, who had purchased the
Old Wheelwrights in Newark on

Trent and wanted to convert it
into their new office headquarters.
The building is not listed, but is
in the heart of the Conservation
Area and forms part of the historic

The modern development
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riverside walk. The building was in
a poor structural state and required
significant works. The building is
associated with two key periods in
the history of Newark. It is thought
that its original use was as a stable
block for the dray horses, which
used to transport hops from the
wharf side up to the breweries
during the late 19th century.
Following this the building became
derelict for many years and was
then brought back into use during
the “Millgate regeneration scheme”,
in the 1980s, by a local artisan who
used the building as a traditional
wheelwright. Following historic
research and structural appraisals,
it was deemed that the most
appropriate strategy was to retain
and restore the oldest element of
the building, which was the wing
parallel to the river, and to replace
the wing that was perpendicular
to the river with a new modern
insertion.

Design Proposals
The building is sensitive to the
history of the site, whilst also
providing contemporary design
within the Conservation Area and
along the river frontage. The wing
that was restored and retained
replicates an old stable block,
with simple fenestration, which
reflects that of a Victorian stable
building. The materials used in the
renovation works were reclaimed
brickwork and pantiles from the
existing building. The contemporary
insertion contrasts visually with
the stable block, whilst still being
sensitive to the character of the
Conservation Area. The extension
was clad in charred larch, reflecting
dark stained timber cladding found
in the local area. The roofing was
natural slate, to reflect many of
the other buildings along the river
frontage. The project combines
sensitive conversion and renovation
with contemporary design, creating

The buildings prior to the development, as viewed from the Wharf

The completed project

A bird’s eyes view of the works in
progress

a high-quality office space in the
heart of Newark. The design aims to
better reveal the history of the site
and surrounding area, contributing
towards the character of the
Conservation Area and helping to
regenerate the riverside frontage.

The Construction Process
Following planning consent,
Carmalor were appointed as
contractor. The main challenge
throughout the construction was
the riverside location of the site;
scaffolding had to be built in the
Renovation of the retained wing
water and accessed by boat. The

busy central location and tight
entrance to the site also meant
that other access challenges were
faced in relation to deliveries, plant
and the space to work. Throughout
the construction there was a very
collaborative and transparent
approach to the contract, meaning
that any issues were highlighted
immediately and dealt with as a
team. The end result is a building
which the whole team is very proud
to have been a part of.
(See the back cover for more photos
of the development.)
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Looking north up Wilson Street

The Reverend Dr Bernard Wilson
By Debby Smith, Membership Secretary

Wilson Street is the terrace of plain,
but elegant, 4-storied (they have
basements) Georgian apartments
that runs from Churchgate to
Slaughterhouse Lane, with the
prettily coloured front doors. Until
50 years ago there was a matching
set of buildings on the opposite
side of the road, but they were
demolished to open-up the view
of the old churchyard, leaving just
the two pavilion blocks. I doubt if
nowadays they would have been
demolished, but at the time the
street was seen as dark and tunnellike, and it is true that the Church
Gardens are an attractive asset to
the town.
Wilson Street is named after its
progenitor, the Rev Dr Bernard
Wilson - a man described by one
source (N. G. Jackson, ‘Newark
Magnus, the Story of a Gift’, 1964)
as “money-loving, power-seeking
and utterly unscrupulous ...”. This is
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a far from ringing endorsement of
a man of the cloth and the person
responsible for building one of
Newark’s most charming streets,
so what can we find out about Mr
Wilson? He was a very controversial
figure, although he had friends and
relations in high places who held
him in the highest regard.
He became Vicar of Newark in 1719
and remained in office until his
death in 1772. He was the second
son of a bankrupt Newark draper,
but even as a child he must have
possessed charm, charisma, intellect
and ambition, as someone paid for
him to attend Westminster School.
There he made friends with Thomas
Pelham, the nephew of the Duke
of Newcastle, who was one of the
major landowners in Newark at
that time. Bernard attended Trinity
College, Cambridge, from where he
was ordained in 1713, the taking of
Holy Orders being quite usual for the

educated second son of a poor man
in the 18th century. No doubt his
friendship with the Newcastle family
assisted in his appointment. Maybe
he had a vocation to the priesthood?
It would be un-Christian to suggest
otherwise ... although Mr Jackson,
quoted above, didn’t seem to think
so. He believed that Rev Wilson
saw his status as one of the most
important figures in the town as a “...
way of wielding influence as much
as benefiting from it ...”.
Bernard aspired to becoming a
Dean, if not a Bishop, and in those
pre-Reform Act days gaining the
support of people who were entitled
to cast a vote in local elections
could be used as a lever to curry
favour with the local landowners,
who would return the compliment
by making representations to the
powers-that-be within the Church.
As Dr A. C. Wood wrote, influence
was “... something which might be

bartered in the political mart for a
deanery or even a bishopric ...” (A. C.
Wood, Transactions of the Thoroton
Society 1948, pp 1-34).
Then, as now, aspiring politicians
needed money. Bernard got his
by ingratiating himself with Sir
George Markham of Sedgebrook in
Lincolnshire, and when Sir George
died, in 1736, he left Bernard
£100,000. This must be many
millions of pounds in today’s money.
The rumour mill at the time was not
complimentary about Bernard and
it was suggested he had obtained
his fortune by dishonourable and
dishonest methods. These rumours
may have been unfounded, but
Bernard was also a womaniser
and got himself involved with a
number of ladies, who caused him
all sorts of problems. The Duke of
Newcastle dropped his erstwhile
friend, anxious not to be tainted by
scandal, although it appears that
subsequently he acknowledged
Bernard’s gifts and began to see him
as a useful electoral ally again.
So, Bernard was left on his own
(apart from his £100k) to seek other
means of procuring high office in
the church, or to at least influencing
the political and social life of the
town to his own advantage. He
“... comforted himself by seeking
to become the dictator and tyrant
of Newark”. [N. G. Jackson, ibid].
He discovered some anomalies in
the administration of the Magnus
Charity, the income from which,
as he wrote in 1768, had “ ... by
some means or other, whether
accidentally or artfully, I cannot
say, ... got into the hands of the
Mayor and Alderman. ... I thought it
incumbent upon me to join with a
number of very worthy inhabitants
to bring the Cause into Chancery”.
Bernard won his case: henceforward
any surplus was to be disbursed
at the discretion of the Vicar, the
Mayor, the Senior Alderman and
the four Churchwardens. The

The former house of the Vicar, Dr Bernard Wilson, currently vacant

Churchwardens were the only
local officials who were elected,
more-or-less democratically, by the
parishioners, and Dr Wilson (as he
became in 1737) therefore took
aim at them. By various devious
means he ensured that the only
one with any power was the Vicar’s
Warden (who just so happened
to be the husband of his cousin).
Churchwardens’ elections were, and
still are, held yearly, but every year
Dr Bernard used all means at his
disposal to whip up his supporters
and intimidate his enemies. He
somehow managed to be respected
and admired by many ordinary local
people - no doubt a tribute to his
charm and considerable political and
manipulative skills.

unfortunate extensions, but it is
still very obviously a fine Georgian
house. How did he pay for it? He
didn’t come into his inheritance
until 1736. In 1766 he paid for the
erection of the houses in Wilson
Street. His tenants had to support
his protegees in any elections in
which they were entitled to cast a
vote! There was no secret ballot
in those days. It was enlightened
self-interest, but by 1795 the
houses provided accommodation
to a selection of professional men
(a physician, lawyer and parson),
tradesmen (a baker, butcher and
clerk) and artisans (carpenter, tailor
and basket maker), a good crosssection of the population of Newark.
It continues to do so to this day.

Bernard’s battles with the local
authorities ebbed and flowed until
his death. He was a constant irritant
to the powers-that-be and, who
knows, maybe by the end of his
life he just annoyed them because
it was fun. Let his epitaph be that
he did some right things for the
wrong reasons. In the 1720s he built
himself a large house in Balderton
Gate, which stands to this day next
door to the library. It has had some

So, what is the verdict on Dr Wilson?
His nephew by marriage, Robert
Cracroft, declares on his memorial
tablet, to be found in the vestry of
St Mary Magdalene Church, that
“ ... his extensive charities when
living and ample benefactions at
his decease have raised him a living
monument in the hearts of the
poor”. Daniel Defoe, in his Tour
through the whole Island of Great
Britain (1778) recorded that Dr
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Wilson had built a street of houses
“... for poor people ... such kind of
houses are much wanted in most
large towns”. However, in the
Anecdotes of Dr Bernard Wilson, a
handwritten manuscript dated 1791,
the anonymous author says: “[Dr
Wilson’s] violences, rapes, robberies,
seductions, meditated assassinations
with their overt attempts, forgeries,
perjuries, thefts, frauds, extortions,
persecutions, oppressions and
multiplied crimes ... commenced in
early youth and accompanied him
through life”.
It is difficult to form a balanced
view of Dr Wilson, as he polarised
opinions throughout his life. One
thing we can say is that with his
forceful views, style and charisma he
was probably wasted upon such a
parochial stage as Newark. Perhaps
he should have aimed higher?

The memorial in the vestry of St Mary’s

I referred to ‘The rebuilding
of Newark in the Eighteenth
Century: Georgian Terraces and
Back-to-Backs’, Stanley Chapman,
Nottinghamshire Historian, [95)
2015 and ‘Dr Bernard Wilson’, Sarah

Willis, Newark Civic Trust Magazine,
[68] 2013 in the writing of this
article.

A to Z of Architecture
by Michael Knapton, Chairman

We continue our look at a variety of common architectural terms and where they can be found in
Newark. This issue – ‘D’.
Decorated
‘Decorated’ is the term applied
to the period of English Gothic
architecture that covered the period
spanning the years (approximately)
1300 to 1350. The architecture
of this period is characterised by
mouchettes, crocketed spires and
s-shaped ogees and is derived
from tracery of the windows that
characterised the period.

The architecture is sinuous and
naturalistic in form and the
architectural form is evident in many
of our local ecclesiastical buildings.
The east window of All Saints’,
Hawton is one of the finest examples
in the region; St Mary’s also displays
many examples of ‘decorated’
architecture.

The double piscina of All Saints’, Hawton
displaying three ogee arches
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The west facing window of the south aisle of St Mary’s, Newark (left) and the east window of All Saints’, Hawton (right)

Dentilation
Dentilation is the term applied to small square or rectangular stone projections, used to form decorative bands and
is derived from the Latin for ‘tooth’.
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This architectural technique was also employed in classical architecture and is often found directly below cornices
in the Ionic and Corinthian orders (see image of the Town Hall above – note also the brick ‘dentils’ on the adjacent
building).
The technique is also commonly found on Victorian buildings and is sometimes formed by extending the headers of
bricks out from the main face of the brickwork.
The earliest example of the technique is found on the tomb of Darius the Great of Persia c. 500 B.C. The technique
is thought to reflect the protruding timber beam ends found in many forms of timber construction. The examples
below from Newark hopefully demonstrate this. The timber beams to the left are ‘mimicked’ by the brick decoration
to the right.

Dragon Beam
The ‘Dragon Beam’ is a diagonal structural
beam that supports floor joists (and sometimes
a corner-post) running in two different
directions. The beam will extend to the junction
of two jetties on adjacent sides of a building.
This example from Newark can be found at 22
and 24 Kirkgate. This allowed buildings to be
extended outwards and upwards through the
jettying.

(Image taken from ‘Timber-Frame Buildings of Nottinghamshire’ by Jason Mordan)
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Newark Civic Trust
Annual General Meeting
To be held at Newark Library on Thursday 26th September 2019 at 7.30pm.

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Chairman’s welcome
Apologies for absence
Minutes of last year’s AGM of 27th September 2018
Matters arising
Chairman’s Report

6.
7.
8.
9.

Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers
Election of Executive Committee
Any other business

A guest speaker will deliver a short presentation on completion of the main business of the evening. This year’s
speaker is to be confirmed.
The following officers offer themselves for re-election at the meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Chairman – Michael Knapton
Vice-Chairman – Kevin Winter
Secretary – Kevin Winter
Treasurer – Louise Knapton Carter
Planning Chairman – Michael Hawes
Planning Vice-Chairman – Vacant

Membership Secretary – Debbie Smith
Recruitment Secretary – Debbie Smith
Conservation Watch Co-ordinator – Mick Gill
Awards Co-ordinator – Michael Knapton
Events Co-ordinator – Paul Moore

Dates for the Diary
The AGM and talks take place in Newark Library and commence at 7.30pm.
26th September 2019 - Annual General Meeting
31st October - Adrian Henstock - Georgian Nottingham: Buildings, Society & Scandal.
28th November - Doug Fletcher - Lost Churches of Nottingham
30th January - Ian Morgan - The Curious World of Olde Time Punishments
27th February - Ann Featherstone - Sydney Race's Nottingham Nights: Goose Fair, Shop Shows & Theatres
26th March - Amanda Nielson - Mr Straws House: Hidden Items
29th April – to be confirmed
Full details of any changes to the programme can be found on the website
(http://www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk/events) and will be announced at meetings as necessary.
STOP PRESS: As we go to press a planning application to convert the former Municipal building (see page 15)
into 15 one/two bedroom flats has been made by JAJ Developments Ltd. More details in our next issue, but
plans are outlined in application 19/01461/LBC
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