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A few words 
from the 

Chairman
Welcome to the 81st issue of Newark 
Civic Trust’s magazine. I hope you 
are in good health after the past 
few months. 

Covid-19 has obviously had a huge 
impact on all our lives and will 
continue to do so for some time. The 
last issue of the magazine was just 
being delivered as there was talk of 
the possible impact the virus might 
have.

As you know the Trust had to 
cancel our summer visits and it is 
unlikely that we will be able to hold 
our AGM at the library; this will 
probably have to be conducted on 
Zoom. As for the talks programme, 
currently we are unsure what the 

future holds. We will continue to 
monitor the situation and take 
guidance from the authorities on 
indoor public meetings. There may 
be alternatives to meeting in public 
(i.e. ‘virtual’ talks) but I am sure 
most speakers will not feel confident 
delivering their talks in this way. The 
only news I can give you is that we 
will continue to seek alternatives to 
be able to provide you with the best 
service possible.

At the Civic Trust we have been 
concerned about the decline in 
our ‘high street’ for many years, a 
concern shared by organisations 
across the country. The economic 
impact of the lockdown is sure to 

exacerbate this problem and I am 
certain we will see major retailers 
and independent businesses 
lost from the town centre. Let 
us hope that all those who have 
a responsibility for managing 
the town can find solutions to 
promote retail (and also a sensible 
conversion of properties to 
residential use), while at the same 
time protecting what we hold dear.

Thanks for your help and support

Michael Knapton  - Chairman of 
Newark Civic Trust
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England has a very rich but complex 
history. Our buildings, monuments 
and places sometimes bring us face 
to face with parts of our history 
that are painful, or shameful by 
today’s standards. Historic England 
(HE) recognise that there are 
historic statues and sites which 
have become symbols of injustice 
and a source of great pain for many 
people.

HE has been working on the 
subject of contested heritage for 
some time, including through 
their recent ‘Immortalised’ season 
(https://historicengland.org.uk/
get-involved/help-write-history/
immortalised/). They believe the 
best way to approach statues and 
sites that have become contested 
is not to remove them, but to 
provide thoughtful, long-lasting 

and powerful reinterpretation, 
which keeps the structure’s physical 
context, but can add new layers of 
meaning, allowing us all to develop 
a deeper understanding of our often 
difficult past.

When challenging subjects like this 
arise, HE thinks it is important to 
open up the conversation. They 
would welcome open discussions 
with local councils and communities 
about these issues.

Contested Heritage in Listed 
Building Decisions
HE advises central government 
on matters including the listing 
and de-listing (designation and 
de-designation) of buildings 
and advises local government 
on heritage applications in the 
planning system, such as those for 
listed building consent. 

They work within the planning 
system in relation to sites of 
contested heritage, in the same 
way as they would for other sites. 
They are, of course, mindful that 
the emphasis of the narrative about 
the person, event or place may have 
changed, as other circumstances 
will have changed, since it was first 
erected, such as its setting or its 
function.

Ultimately, it is for the planning 
authority as decision-maker to weigh 
the harm against the public benefit, 
especially given that some of those 
benefits are likely to range beyond 
heritage issues. Local authorities 
will also deal with locally listed and 
other, non-nationally designated, 
heritage assets and in these cases 
HE has no statutory role.

A report commissioned 
by the National Trust has 
shown that the huge surge 
in people’s use of green 
spaces during coronavirus 
reveals an inequality of 
access to nature in many 
neighbourhoods, towns and 
cities.

The National Trust has 
partnered with the Mayor 
of the West Midlands, 
Sustrans, Create Streets 
and local council leaders 
to write to the Prime 
Minister and urge for a £5.5 
billion commitment to an 
urban green infrastructure 
fund, to level up access to 

News
Contested Heritage
https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/statements/contested-heritage/

New research shows the need for urban green space
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/new-research-shows-the-need-for-urban-green-space
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urban green space as part of his 
“infrastructure revolution”.

New research, published on Sunday 
5th July, by Vivid Economics makes 
a powerful economic case for a 
significant investment across the 
UK, to introduce green spaces to the 
country’s greyest urban communities 
over the next five years.

This green infrastructure investment 
would bring £200 billion in physical 
and mental health benefits, to ease 
some of the strain on local health 
service providers and to improve 
people’s quality of life. Over 20 
million people would benefit from 
this, which is nearly a third of the 
UK population. Local economies 
would also see widespread job 
creation, with an estimated 40,000 
jobs created initially and over 6,000 
created permanently. 

The three steps that are needed to 
re-introduce green spaces
The research mapped the most 
deprived and greyest areas of 
Britain. It also looked at the costs 
and benefits of three steps that are 
needed to level up access to quality 
green spaces:

• Greening urban streets and 
neighbourhoods, creating street 
parks and connecting local 
green spaces, to enable safe and 
attractive walking and cycling 
for everyone, whether that’s 
to school, work, for leisure or 
shopping on the high street.

• Upgrading poor quality parks 
and green spaces so they’re fit for 
the 21st Century, with more trees 
and wildlife, cycling routes, and 
with facilities for communities 
to significantly boost recreation, 
play and sport.

• Creating large regional parks 
and forests in the urban fringe, 
on green belt land, connected 
into the city, to give millions of 
people the freedom to explore 
and play in wild natural spaces, 
without needing a car. 

Painting the city green
Easy access to quality green space 
has become an essential need for 
urban dwellers. The report by Vivid 
Economics and Barton Willmore 
showed that nearly two-thirds of 
people have appreciated local green 
spaces more due to Covid-19, and 
that they want them to be a higher 
priority for the government.  Some 
inner-city parks have experienced 
close to a 300 per cent increase in 
visits this spring. The National Trust 
has also experienced unprecedented 
visitor numbers to urban fringe sites 
that they care for. 

Greening neighbourhoods, towns 
and cities, brings a host of wider 
benefits to people’s lives, improving 
air quality, reducing summer 
temperatures and surface flooding, 
and making cycling and walking 
even more attractive.  

Inequalities found in accessing 
green space
Coronavirus has exposed deep 
inequalities in access to green space. 
Nationally there are 295 deprived 
neighbourhoods, of 440,000 
people, that are grey deserts, with 
no trees or accessible green space. 
The study found that Black and 
Asian people visit natural settings 
60 per cent less than white people. 
And in the poorest 20 per cent of 
households, 46 per cent do not have 
a car, so urban parks and green 
spaces are their only opportunity to 

have contact with nature. Typically, 
rural beauty spots are beyond reach 
for them.

The future of urban green spaces
Examples of the sort of projects that 
could be created by this investment 
nationally include:

• Turning an under-used side road 
into a local street park and 
‘edible walkway’, like the one 
planned for Freeling Street in 
Islington, North London, led by 
the community.

• New green boulevards and public 
squares to bring people back to 
high streets and city centres, as 
proposed for the Millbay area of 
Plymouth.

• Green, traffic-free routes from 
Manchester city centre out to 
wilder countryside sites via 
Borough towns.

• A new regional park for the West 
Midlands, covering more than 
seven towns and cities, and 
creating hundreds of miles of 
green space, conservation areas 
and new cycle routes.

These improvements will help 
make cities and towns resilient to 
climate change, and achieve net 
zero ambitions, with this scale of 
investment delivering one in 12 of 
the UK’s tree planting targets.

The National Trust has offered to 
assist the government, alongside 
their partners, in delivering green 
infrastructure improvements for 
the urban communities who need 
nature the most.
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New laws laid out in Parliament (21 
July 2020) will deliver much-needed 
new homes and revitalise town 
centres across England, Housing 
Secretary Robert Jenrick has 
announced.

The new rules, which will come into 
effect by September, will mean full 
planning applications will not be 
required to demolish and rebuild 
unused buildings, as homes and 
commercial and retail properties can 
be quickly repurposed to help revive 
our high streets and town centres.

This will help our high streets and 
town centres to provide more space 
for new businesses and help them 
to adapt quickly to what consumers 
and businesses need.

Homeowners will also be able to 
add up to 2 additional storeys to 
their home, to create new homes 
or more living space for growing 
families, through a fast track 
approval process, with a requirement 
to carefully consider the impact on 
neighbours and the appearance of 
the extension.

This will reduce pressure to build 
on greenfield sites and deliver more 
homes that fit the character of their 
local area, without the red tape.

This month the government will 
set out plans to reform England’s 
7-decade old planning system, to 
deliver more high-quality, well-
designed homes, and beautiful 
and greener communities for 
people to live in. Cutting out 
bureaucracy to get Britain building, 
while protecting high standards. 
Developers will still need to adhere 
to building regulations.

Housing Secretary Rt Hon Robert 
Jenrick MP said: 

“We are reforming the planning 
system and cutting out unnecessary 
bureaucracy, to give small business 
owners the freedom they need to 
adapt and evolve, and to renew our 
town centres with new enterprises 
and more housing. These changes 
will help transform boarded up, 
unused buildings, safely into high 
quality homes at the heart of their 
communities. It will mean that 

families can add up to 2 storeys to 
their home, providing much needed 
additional space for children or 
elderly relatives as their household 
grows.”

Pubs, libraries, village shops 
and other buildings essential to 
communities will not be covered by 
these flexibilities, recognising these 
form part of the fabric of areas. Last 
week the government announced 
changes, to ensure theatres, concert 
halls and live music performance 
venues are saved for future 
generations.

Councils will need to take the 
temporary impact of Coronavirus 
into account when considering 
permission for change of use, 
redevelopment or demolition 
of these buildings, and this will 
not change due to the new laws 
introduced today.

Heritage Open Days will still 
take place this year, between 11 
– 20 September, but due to the 
restrictions on social distancing 
due to Covid 19 there will be 
more emphasis on digital events. 
Participants are being encouraged 
to conduct virtual tours of properties 
or places that would have been 

open, or online talks. Given the 
relaxation in restrictions some face 
to face events can still take place, 
with fewer numbers and social 
distancing in place and pre-booking 
to enable track and trace in the 
event of a participants subsequently 
developing symptoms. Newark will 
have a much reduced offer this year, 

but Kevin Winter is still planning 
to conduct Civil War tours of the 
town and Queens Sconce, as these 
are outdoors and social distancing 
can be maintained. Keep an eye on 
the Heritage Open Days website 
for details of events taking place in 
Newark.

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

New laws to extend homes upwards and revitalise town centres
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-laws-to-extend-homes-upwards-and-revitalise-town-centres

Heritage Open Days – An update
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Friary Fields Residential Nursing 
Home at 21 Friary Road closed 
earlier this year and was sold at 
auction for £410,000. The new 
owners applied for planning 
permission to turn the building into 
a Home of Multi Occupation, for 37 
‘young professional’ people. As you 
can imagine this did not go down 
well with local residents, who were 
concerned at a number of potential 
issues. Such was the feeling that the 
application raised more objections 
than any other we can recall. At 
least 28 local residents sent around 
50 written submissions to the 
original and revised plans.

Main concerns were: 

• Fire hazards: The number of 
public and private appliances will 
be considerable, and smoking 
will add to the possibility of fire

• Anti- Social 
behaviour and 
disturbance from 
gatherings in the 
garden area

• Noise nuisance

• No provision for an 
on-site manager

• Although some 
rooms had en-suite 
facilities, several 
tenants of mixed 
gender would have 
to share facilities

• Overlooking

• Car parking: Only twelve spaces 
for 37 tenants

• Traffic hazard for cars / delivery 
vehicles exiting into Friary Road 
and turning right, having to 
negotiate two lanes of fast-
moving traffic

Naturally, all those who had 
objected to the application were 
anxious at the decision of the 
District’s Planning Committee which 
met on June 30th. The decision was 
unanimous – an outright rejection 
of the proposal!

We can only hope that the owners 
do not appeal and decide to convert 
the property into 7 or 8 apartments 
for young families, or sell to 
someone who can.

As a Newark-based company, 
that is passionate about future-
proofing the future for all, through 
sustainable development and 
placing wellbeing at the heart of 
all work we do, we are delighted 
to be a corporate member of the 
Newark Civic Trust. Through this 
membership we will be able to 
understand, and be closely involved 

with, all the matters at the heart of 
our own local community.

The world is beginning to take great 
strides towards tackling climate 
change and working towards Net 
Zero carbon, but there is still a long 
way to go. We are looking forward 
to working with the Civic Trust, 
and other local organisations, to 

safeguard the built environment 
in Newark and the surrounding 
area, and work towards a more 
sustainable and environmentally 
focussed future for us all. 

BE Design is an experienced and 
talented team of civil and structural 
engineers and architects, who work 
across the UK and Europe. 

Friary Fields - Residents object to HMO application, and plans unanimously 
rejected by NSDC Planning Committee

Planning
by Michael Hawes, Chairman of Planning

Friary Fields 

 – A new Corporate Sponsor
Thanks to Kay Barnes of BE Design for providing this article and images
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The Newark-based firm was formed 
in 2013 by three directors, with 
more than six decades combined 
experience in the built environment. 
Founders Anna Tsartsari, Simon 
Powell and Stephen Oakden, lead 
a team of 30, working together to 
deliver multi-disciplinary expertise 
across a range of key sectors – from 
industrial warehouses to retail 
shopping destinations, BE Design 
has done it all.

Their impressive portfolio includes 
the redevelopment of Darlington 
Indoor Market, the Rushden 
Lakes retail development in 
Northamptonshire, a number of 
iFLY’s skydiving centres and the 
Bear Grylls Adventure theme park at 
NEC in Birmingham, among many 
others. BE Design’s unique approach 
incorporates circular economy, 
biophilic design and climate 
resilience, presented to their clients 
using the latest technology to offer 
a first-class service.

As we enter the roaring 2020s, 
BE Design is now taking an even 
greater focus on sustainability and 
wellbeing in design. The practice 
believes that a return to nature, 
green spaces and the delivery of a 
truly soul-enriching environment will 
ensure that the UK hits its goal of a 
zero-carbon economy by the end of 
the decade.

The multi-award-winning-practice 
cites three ingredients which have 
been key to their business success: 
our people, our clients, their 
projects. 

BE Design can be found at: 
Fernwood Business Centre, 
14 Halifax Court, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, NG24 3JP. Tel: 
01636 850500

If you are interested in being a 
Corporate Sponsor then contact the 
Chairman of the Newark Civic Trust 
using the details on the inside of 
the front cover.

Darlington Market design drawing

Rushden Lakes

iFLY Indoor Skydiving design drawing
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Gargoyles and Grotesques - 
St Mary Magdalene, Newark

By Kate Koppana

Gargoyles are rarely carved these 
days, although heads of politicians* 
and celebrities are occasionally; 
these would be classed more as 
grotesques.

The classic gargoyle is the head 
of a monster, or fantastical beast, 
through whose mouth a pipe for 
cascading water would be placed. 
In the example from St Mary’s 
church, on the west side of the south 
transept, this has been fixed to a 
downpipe.  

The grotesques at St Mary’s are 
mostly rather the worse for wear, 
having been up there for around 
500 years or more, surviving the Civil 
War and the weather.  The witch, 
on the wall above the flower bed on 
the south side, is an exceedingly rare 
example.  Bob Trubshaw, author of 
‘The Good Gargoyle Guide’, did not 
know of another one. She is firmly 
seated on her broomstick, with her 
feet tucked round Quidditch-style. 
The view from the front shows a 
familiar licking her face. It is slightly 
humanoid.

What were they for?  The gargoyle 
gave the mason a chance to use his 
creative skills for something practical 
- a waterspout.  The grotesque, in its 
many forms, was usually a warning: 
‘We don’t like witches here.  Go 
away or you will be turned to stone!’  
Maybe - we do not really know.

In contrast with the niche she is 
flying past, the witch is in rather 
poor condition.  The niche looks 
to be a 19th century restoration.  
The witch herself probably dates 
from the 15th century and she is 
still up there to give researchers, 
photographers and tourists a bit of 
a thrill.  Who knows - maybe she 
is old enough to have witnessed 
Henry VII coming to the church for a 
Thanksgiving Mass after the Battle 
of East Stoke in 1487?

* Editor’s note: the stewards at 
Southwell Minster will be delighted 
to show you the medieval grotesque 
of Donald Trump. The likeness is 
uncanny.
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The English word ‘gargoyle’ is 
derived from the French ‘gargouille’, 
which was itself derived from the 
Latin ‘gargula’ meaning ‘throat’. 
The rainwater falling onto the 
church roof is discharged, or 
‘gargled’, from the mouths of these 
stone grotesquely carved faces or 
figures. The term ’grotesque’ derives 
from ‘grotto-esque’ meaning ‘like 
something found in a grotto’, as wall 
paintings in Roman grottoes often 
featured an array of mythical beasts.

Elsewhere in Roman architecture, 
as well as Greek and Egyptian, 
figures of beasts and creatures were 
often used to decorate waterspouts, 
and it is likely that architects of 
the Romanesque period adopted 
this practice. Originally, on early 
church buildings, rainwater would 
have either fallen straight from 

the roof or been discharged via 
simple waterspouts or gutter-stones. 
As time went by, these became 
decorative and then more ornate, 
until they took the form which we 
now recognise as gargoyles. But 
some of the earliest examples of 
gargoyles in medieval architecture 
were originally corbel-heads (corbels 
are blocks of stone or timber used to 
support a beam), which were then 
adapted to expel water from above. 
The gargoyle is therefore the perfect 
example of how a practical element 
of a church building evolved into a 
decorative feature.  

There is no single theory why these 
figures became so prominent, both 
internally and externally, in places 
many visitors would never see. Some 
people believe that patrons would 
have demanded certain designs, 

while masons were given a free 
reign. It has also been thought that 
the figures were a combination of 
pagan and Christian belief.

But a common modern theory is that 
the figures are mostly ‘apotropaic’ 
- in other words, used to ward 
off evil spirits. And this brings us 
back to one of the earliest French 
forms of the word ‘gargouille’. The 
name ‘Gargouille’ appears in the 
7th century legend of St Romanus, 
Bishop of Rouen. St Romanus 
captured the dragon-like creature, 
Gargouille, and brought it back 
to Rouen. There it was burnt but, 
according to the legend, the neck 
and head survived. As a result they 
were mounted on the newly built 
church to ward off evil spirits.

St Peters’, Claypole, corbel heads no longer functional, purely decorative (c. late 13th century)

Corbel-heads from Southwell Minster 
(c. early 12th century)

St Peter’s, Claypole, 
a typical gargoyle, 
a fantastical beast 
used primarily as a 

waterspout

Gargoyles and Grotesques – 
A short history

By Michael Knapton, Chairman
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Hatton House 
Restored with care and craftsmanship, now ready for occupation - 

Staircase captures the grandeur of the original mansion
By Michael Hawes

In our September 2018 issue 
we reported on the proposed 
development of a site that had been 
used as the Newark Workingmen’s 
Club for almost a century.

The club house was known as 
Hatton House – a large 19th 
century building, which had been 
built in the 1860’s by John Cotham 
Bainbridge, a wealthy and influential 
businessman and one-time mayor 
of Newark. It was originally Lindum 
House, until 1882 when it became 
Hatton House, a boarding school for 
boys. During the First World War it 
was used to support the war effort, 
by housing returning soldiers.

The Newark Workingmen’s Club 
purchased the property in 1925 
and occupied it until 2016. The 
building had been extensively 
altered both inside and out and, 
unfortunately, allowed to deteriorate 
as membership declined.

One local company, Oak Tree Homes, 
saw the opportunity to restore the 
house and provide 8 dwellings in 

the grounds. Learning that the 8 
apartments in the house were ready 
for tenant occupation we visited the 
house to see what had been done.

We were impressed! The restoration 
work has been completed to very 
high standards and the 2-bed 
apartments are large, light and well 
equipped. Everything has been done 
to maintain the feeling of living in 
a large house. Many of the rooms 
contain the original fireplaces, which 
contribute to the ambiance.

Perhaps the best example of the care 
and detail of the restoration work 
is the staircase. Only the first-floor 
balcony remained – the staircase 
having been removed and sold. Now 
complete with 80 exact copies of the 
ornate balusters, it has been rebuilt 
at a cost of £32,000. The balusters 
are believed to be of unique design, 
as the original ones were found to 
have an individual reference number.

The coving on the staircase ceiling 
had deteriorated and required 
restoration or replacement – the new 
sections being hand-made on site. 

We were told that the top floor had 
been boarded up and unused for 
almost 100 years! We saw evidence 
that accommodation had been 
provided for returning soldiers after 
the Great War, as many of the doors 
still have a room number and the 
number of soldiers to be billeted.

In the cellar the builders discovered 
the room housing the original water 

tank with an arched ceiling. This was 
only revealed when an extension was 
removed. It has now been converted 
into a room. 

Another discovery was the cellar 
light wells at the front that had 
been filled in with brick rubble and 
tarmacked over. To enhance the two 
cellar apartments Oak Tree created 
identical light wells at the rear. 
They now provide light and private 
entrances.

The imposing front of the building 
has been carefully restored and 
painted, and we are sure that 
residents will feel a sense of history 
every time they open the 2-leaf 
fielded panelled door, the common 
entrance to the apartments.

To achieve the high standard of 
restoration Oak Tree Homes worked 
closely with Newark & Sherwood 
District Council’s Planning and 
Conservation Departments.

The restored frontage

One of the original fireplaces retained 
after refurbishment

The newly restored staircase

A retained door sign on 
one of the former billet 

rooms

The arched roof of the cellar

Newly built residential properties on the site
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Lindum Group Ltd and 
the Robin Hood Hotel

Thanks to Melanie West, PR & Communications Manager, 
Lindum Group Ltd for the text and images

Lindum is a construction company 
based in North Hykeham, 14miles 
from Newark. It is an employee-
owned construction business, which 
was founded in Lincoln in 1956 
by well-known local Civil Engineer, 
John Chambers. The main activity 
of Lindum Group is construction. 
We work locally and nationally, with 
offices in Lincoln, Peterborough 
and York managing new build, 
refurbishment and maintenance 
projects.

We have received awards for our 
Apprenticeship programme and 
for investing in education. We 
came 22nd in the Sunday Times 
Competition for the 100 Best 
Companies to work for in 2018, we 
have been in the top 100 of this 
award for 15 consecutive years. We 
are proud of our reputation as one 
of the leading building contractors 
in the east of the UK. We employ 
local subcontractors and suppliers, 
maximising the economic benefits of 

the project. Where possible we aim 
to appoint subcontractors with an 
operating base within 20 miles from 
site.

Lindum has been appointed to carry 
out the renovation of Newark’s 
Robin Hood Hotel. The derelict 
building is to be transformed into a 
new 66-bedroom Travelodge hotel. 
A total investment of £6.6million 
will ensure the historic building 

façade, which fronts Lombard Street, 
will remain. There will also be three 
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leisure units, possibly a gym, café 
and restaurant, built on the site. The 
new hotel is expected to generate 
up to 70 new jobs and further 
enhance Newark and Sherwood as 
a significant tourism destination, 
particularly in relation to Sherwood 
Forest, Newark Castle and the 
National Civil War Centre – Newark 
Museum. The three commercial units 
will also increase the employment 
and commercial offer of the town 
and the construction phase will 
provide a boost for the local 
economy. Twenty-four hour car 
parking will be provided nearby for 
hotel guests.

Newark and Sherwood District 
Council, in partnership with the 
current owner of the existing 
buildings, MF Strawson Ltd, has 
set up a joint venture company, 
RHH Newark Ltd, specifically to 
ensure that the development is 
delivered. Both parties will make a 
capital contribution of £3.3million 
each, of which two-thirds will be 
returned to each on completion, 

when the Travelodge element of the 
development is sold onto investors. 
Each will retain a share of the 
leisure units, with each party having 
the option to buy, or sell, the long 
leasehold interest in the units. In 
each scenario for the council, it is 
projected to either receive a full 
return on its capital investment, or 
receive a revenue return of six per 
cent in rental income.

Work is progressing, with the timber 
frame of the top two floors complete 
and the roof is starting to go on. 
The masonry is progressing up the 
building and the windows are going 
in. The new windows are being 
created at our joinery workshop, 
while some of the original windows 
are being sensitively restored by a 
local Newark-based business, Jericho 
Joinery.

Newark Quiz
Thanks to those who joined us for the ‘Newark Quiz’ on Zoom back on the 20th July. 

Here it is for those that could not attend. The answers can be found on page 19

Round 1 – British History

1. What is the name of the only British Prime Minister 
to be assassinated? 

 

2. Who or what was Pinkie Cleugh?  

3. Who was the last English king to die in battle?  

4. Which English city was once known as Aquae Sulis?  

5. In what year did Julius Caesar invade Britain? 
a) 55 BC      b) 55 AD      c) 43 AD

 

6. Which title was held by Nicholas Breakspear, the only 
Englishman to hold that title? 

 

7. Which William was known for his translation of the Bible 
into English, and was executed in Antwerp in 1536?

 

8. What is the connection between Margate, Herrings and 
Blackpool Sands? 

 

9. What act was passed on April 5, 1764 by the Parliament of 
Great Britain to raise revenue from the American colonists? 

 

10. Who was the first woman to be elected as an MP and 
take a seat in UK Parliament? 
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Round 2 – ‘Newarkers’ 
(Just guess who the famous person with a strong association with Newark is. I’ve added their initials to help you out)

1. (1307–1392) He is considered one of the fathers of 
surgery, described by some as England’s first surgeon and 
by others as the country’s first “of note”

J

A

2. (5 February 1872 – 16 May 1949) This man was a 
British painter of still-life, landscape and portraits. He 
also worked as a wood-engraver and lithographer, as 
an illustrator, as an author of children’s books and as a 
designer for the theatre.

W

N

3. (28 August 1919 – 12 August 2004) He was an English 
electrical engineer, who shared the 1979 Nobel Prize for 
Physiology, or Medicine, with Allan McLeod Cormack for 
his part in developing the diagnostic technique of X-ray 
computed tomography (CT).

G

H

4. (29 November 1952) This man is a former international 
England and Leicester rugby union footballer, who played 
fullback.  He currently holds the world record for points 
scored in a first-class rugby career, with 7,337 points.

D

H

5. (29 December 1809 – 19 May 1898) He was a British 
statesman and Liberal politician. In a career lasting over 
60 years, he served for 12 years as Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, spread over four terms beginning in 
1868 and ending in 1894.

W

G

6. (c. 1650–1712) He was an Italian chemist who became 
the first professor of chemistry in the University of 
Cambridge. In 1682 he settled in Newark and returned 
here while serving as professor. He was buried here in 
February 1712.

J

F

7. (Born 17 February 1953 in Dudley) He is an English actor 
and comedian, best known as one half of a comedy duo 
that had a series on ITV from 1988 to 1998. He grew up 
in Newark and attended the Magnus Grammar School.

N

P

8. (29 August 1845 – 9 February 1891) He was a British 
Army officer and recipient of the Victoria Cross. He 
received the medal for his part in the defence of Rorke’s 
Drift in January 1879.

G

B

9. (Born 24 July 1990) He is a British singer and songwriter, 
best known as a vocalist with boy band The Wanted. He 
won the 13th series of BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing.

J

M

10. English actor-manager, known for his touring wartime 
productions of Shakespeare. He was especially renowned 
for his portrayal of King Lear. Another Old Magnusian.

D

W
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Round 3 – Newark Knowledge

1. Newark lies on the Roman Road called the Fosse Way. 
But what does the word ‘fosse’ mean? 

   

2. On what street was Newark’s first post box 
located? 

   

3. Newark’s motto is DEO FRETUS ERUMPE. 
What is the English translation?

   

4. Mary Ann Evans stayed at the Ram Hotel in 1868, 
but how is she better known? 

   

5. The School of Violin Making on Kirkgate was designed 
by the Nottingham architect Watson Fothergill. But 
what was the original use of the building? 

    
 

6. What building was opened by the Duke of Kent in 
1988? 

   

7. What connects Prince Rupert, Robin Hood and the 
Duke of Cumberland?

   

8. Which religious organisation have been based at the 
‘Wool Hall’ (Millgate), the ‘Drill Hall’ (Cartergate) and 
the ‘Imperial Hall’ (Balderton Gate)? 

    
 

9. King John died at the castle in 1216, but in what year 
did he come to the throne and who did he succeed? 

   

10. The Newark coat of arms features a bird originally 
referred to as a morfex, later as a cormorant. But 
which Newark sports club adopted the bird as its 
symbol and also celebrated its centenary in 2019?

   
 
 
 

Round 4 – Newark 
(simply identify where these buildings or places are – they are all located in the historic core of the town)

1

6

2

7

3

8

4

9

5

10
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A to Z of Architecture 
by Michael Knapton, Chairman

Newark Civic Trust I 16 

Fanlight
A fanlight is a semi-circular window, mostly 
found above a door and can predominantly 
be found in buildings of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. They are called ‘fanlights’ due to the 
radiating glazing bars, which have a similar 
appearance to a fan. Although decorative, 
fanlights (and any window above a door) are 
very practical features as they allow the light 
outside to illuminate the interior. 

The earliest examples of fanlights were 
constructed from timber, but later brass and 
iron were used, which allowed for much more 
elaborate designs. Up to the mid-18th century 
the metal bars were quite thick, from the 
1770s the metalwork became much finer and 
elaborate (see the examples below from 12 
Appletongate and 25 Castle Gate.)

The early 19th century witnessed the 
introduction of ‘teardrop’ and ‘batswing’ styles. 
The example from 14 Appletongate (now part 
of the National Civil War Centre) is a fine 
example of the ‘teardrop style’. These styles 
were short-lived, as in the 1830s polished 
sheet glass was introduced, which was 
stronger and cheaper and meant that glazing 
bars were no longer required.

We continue our look at a variety of common architectural terms and where they can be found in 
and around Newark. This issue – ‘F’.

12 Appletongate

14 Appletongate

25 Castle Gate
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Frieze
The frieze is the central horizontal section of the entablature of classical architecture. It is located below the cornice 
and above the architrave. In Doric architecture, such as the example below from the Town Hall, it is sub-divided 
into triglyphs and metopes. In later Ionic architecture the frieze is usually decorated with figures, the most famous 
example being the frieze on the Parthenon in Athens.

In modern times the term ‘frieze’ is applied to any horizontal band used to subdivide a wall.

Foil
The foil is a small arc or lobe, commonly found in Gothic tracery. Foils are grouped together to form shapes with 
‘foil’ being prefixed by how many are grouped together – trefoil, quatrefoil or cinquefoil. The ‘foil’ is a common 
architectural motif, first appearing in the early 14th century. The word ‘foil’ comes from the Latin ‘folium’ meaning 
‘leaf’. Sometimes foils are pointed, this is called ‘slipped’ which means it has a stem. Together, therefore, ‘foils’ 
grouped together give the appearance of a stylised leaf.

The frieze is outlined in yellow, a triglyph in blue and a metope in green

Quatrefoil from St Mary’s, Newark. 
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Dates for the Diary 
As with the AGM we are restricted in how we can deliver our usual programme of talks. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and update you as soon as we possibly can. We will also explore the possibility of delivering events online.

Full details of any changes to the programme can be found on the website (http://www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk/events) 
but we will also contact members via email.

Newark Civic Trust
Annual General Meeting

The AGM will be held on Thursday 25th September 2020 at 7.30pm.

Currently we plan to hold our AGM online, due to the restrictions on meeting in public places, because of Covid-19. 
We will continue to monitor the situation at Newark Library, as well as other possible meeting places. We will 
contact our members towards the end of September via email and the website to confirm the details.

Agenda

1. Chairman’s welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of last year’s AGM of 26th September 2019

4. Matters arising 

5. Chairman’s Report

6. Treasurer’s Report 

7. Election of Officers 

8. Election of Executive Committee 

9. Any other business

The following officers offer themselves for re-election at the meeting:

• Chairman – Michael Knapton 

• Vice-Chairman – Kevin Winter 

• Secretary – Kevin Winter 

• Treasurer – Louise Knapton Carter 

• Planning Chairman – Michael Hawes 

• Planning Vice-Chairman – Paul Moore 

• Membership Secretary – Debbie Smith

• Recruitment Secretary – Debbie Smith 

• Conservation Watch Co-ordinator – Mick Gill 

• Awards Co-ordinator – Michael Knapton 

• Events Co-ordinator – Paul Moore
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1.1 Spencer Perceval

1.2 Battle fought on September 10th 1547 
between the crowns of England and 
Scotland

1.3 Richard III

1.4 Bath

1.5 55BC

1.6 Pope, he was Adrian IV

1.7 Tyndale

1.8 They are all battles that took place during 
the Hundred Years War between France 
and England

1.9 The Sugar Act

1.10 Viscountess Nancy Astor

2.1 John Arderne

2.2 William Nicholson

2.3 Sir Godfrey Hounsfield

2.4 Dusty Hare

2.5 William Ewart Gladstone

2.6 John Francis (Giovanni Francisco Vigani)

2.7 Norman Pace

2.8 Gonville Bromhead

2.9 Jay McGuiness

2.10 Donald Wolfitt

3.1 Ditch

3.2 Cartergate

3.3 Trust in God & Sally forth

3.4 George Eliot

3.5 Bank and bank manager’s house

3.6 The library

3.7 They are all current or former pubs

3.8 Salvation Army

3.9 1199 and Richard I (Lionheart)

3.10 Newark RUFC

Quiz Answers

1

6

2

7

3

8

4

9

5

10
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